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October 2018 

 

Well, here we are in ôSunny Chinnorõ (OK, its autumn but you know what 

I mean). Cath and I are so glad to be here with you after many months of 

exploration. W e know that ôIn Christõ, the best is yet to come, and we 

intend to become true friends and have some fun together in the journey. 

Weõre thankful to all those at CCC who have prayed and worked faithfully 

and well to bring us here and weõre grateful to you all for the kindness, 

warmth and love that youõve shown in welcoming us to CCC. We believe 

that weõre here because this is the place that God has called us to and 

youõve also recognised that call and invited us to join you in the work here 

and weõre privileged, glad and honoured to serve and work together with 

you to make Jesus known.  

So, as the Lord has called us together, what is it that he requires of us and 

what is it that we must do?  

I have a general rule which I try and keep to in all I do, which is to  not 

complicate what God has made simple, so here (put simply) is what I 

believe weõre to do together: 

Weõre required to act justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly with our 

God (Micah 6:8).  

Weõre to believe in Jesus (John 6:29).  

Weõre to love God and love one another (Luke 10:27).  

Weõre to proclaim the gospel (Mark 16:15).  

Weõre to make disciples (Matthew 28:19).  

 

For the glory of God alone.  

With Christian love  

Pete and Cath  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

        Our Core Values 
 

 
Discipleship: 
All we do stems from being a ñLearner of Jesusò 
 

Preaching/Teaching: 
Learning from Gods Word so that we can know more about God and put our 
Faith into practice. 
 

Worship: 
All we do stems from an attitude and environment of worship 
 

Prayer: 
Every aspect of life needs to be surrounded by prayer 
 

Relationship 
Building and sustaining loving relationship throughout the church 
 

Service: 
All work and ministry stems from a servant attitude 
 

Equipping: 
The work of ministry is to equip the body of Christ for service 
 

Evangelism: 
To fulfil Christôs commission to present the Gospel and make disciples 
 

Revelation: 
The Holy Spirit continues to bring fresh revelation from His own Word, the 
Bible. 
 

 



 

Tearfund News  
 

 

 

SACRED SOIL: WHY HARVEST IS HOLY  

As we are well into harvest, Tearfund's Gideon Heugh ref lects on why dirt 

should be celebrated.  

 

I stared at the weeds; the weeds stared at me ð a suburban standoff. My 

T-shirt was sticky with sweat, my back was sore, and my skin was 

starting to turn the angry red of sunburn. This was my first day of 

gardening  and I was loving it.  Last summer, my wife and I moved out of 

our one bed flat in south -west London in search of more space. We were 

planning on starting a family, and dreamt of our children having a garden 

to explore, digging up worms that they hopefully wouldnõt eat. We had 

found a terraced house in a leafy suburb with a small garden. But there 

was a problem: it had a major bindweed infestation.  

 

Bindweed is the Terminator of the weed world. It mercilessly smothers 

other plants, twisting itself around th eir stems. Its roots can penetrate up 

to five metres into the ground, and if even a few centimetres of the root 

system is left in the soil, it will regenerate. Our new garden was covered 

in it.  

 

It took two weeks of hard manual labour to clear it all, duri ng which time 

I got very well acquainted with the soil. This isnõt something that usually 

happens in our increasingly urbanised lives. Our culture does its best to 

avoid dirt. We live in the most sanitised civilization in history, and as I 

put my hands int o the soil among the weeds and the worms, I started to 

wonder if we are poorer for it.  

 

Divine dirt  

In the Genesis story, God forms the first human out of dirt. The name 

Adam (man in Hebrew) is from ôadamahõ, meaning ground. The organic 

matter in soil, ôhumusõ (not to be confused with the chickpea-based dip), 

has the same linguistic root as human, both from a word meaning earth. 

We are intrinsically linked to the ground beneath our feet ð we depend on 

it for our survival: we need food to live, and food need s soil to grow. Yet 

the modern world is doing its best to sever this link. Think of the last 



meal you had. Where did it come from? Not the shop or restaurant ð 

where was the food actually grown? If you had meat, where did those 

animals live? These days, a lot of us probably donõt know the answers to 

those questions. Wendell Berry, the poet, philosopher and farmer (now 

thereõs a job title) said that ôeating is an agricultural actõ. Everything we 

eat was farmed by someone, somewhere.  

 

Breakfast on the beach  

A lot of the  stories in Jesusõ life centre round food and drink. In one of 

them, his disciples had been fishing on the Sea of Galilee, and when they 

approached the shore they saw Jesus there, sitting next to a fire. He 

invited them to have breakfast with hi m. They gave him the fish theyõd 

caught, which they ate along with some bread (John 21). It must have 

been quite the meal  - fish straight out of the lake that they lived by. Bread 

that would have been baked that morning, probably just a stoneõs throw 

away, made from wheat cultivated on land just outside the village. How do 

we normally eat breakfast? For me, itõs often grabbed in a hurry as I rush 

out of the door to work. Food in our culture has become something to fuel 

our busy lives, rather than something precious, something that connects 

us to the land, to each other, and perhaps even to God.  

 

We can sometimes think as Christians that spirituality only happens at 

church, or that itõs something ethereal and ôout thereõ. But God is 

interested in the detail o f our everyday lives, and this includes the food we 

eat. Itõs not a coincidence that the central ritual of Christianity ð Holy 

Communion ð is itself a meal.  

 

Holy H arvest   

Harvest festival, at the end of September/early October, is an opportunity 

to remind  ourselves of the importance of food and soil. Harvest is, 

arguably, the one major Christian festival that has managed to avoid 

consumerism. Itõs about gratitude. At harvest, we give thanks for what 

God has given us through the soil; we reflect on the fact  that many people 

donõt enjoy the abundance of food that we do, and we give back. Life is 

fragile. And the soil that sustains us is fragile too. Soil fertility is 

decreasing, with intensive farming upsetting the delicate ecological 

balance: the UN has warn ed that at current rates of degradation, the 

worldõs topsoil could be gone within 60 years. The ground is sacred, and 

shouldnõt be taken for granted. This harvest, letõs remind ourselves of the 

precious gifts that God has given us, and recommit ourselves t o protecting 

them.  



LETõS PRAY: 

Father God,  
Thank you for the food that nourishes us, and for the soil that enables it to 
grow. Help us to not take these for granted. We lift up those who do not 
enjoy the abundance that we have, and we pray for your provis ion for 
them. In Jesusõ name, amen. 
 

HOPES ARE HIGH IN CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC  

Aid Match Appeal update  

Last winter, we ran a campaign to raise support for people in the Central 

African Republic (CAR) and around the world, determined to rebuild their 

lives  following conflict and other crises. You might remember it ð you may 

have even prayed or donated. Money donated by Tearfund supporters was 

matched pound for pound by the UK government. In total, an amazing 

£10,378,028 was raised! Since then, preparations have been made, new 

staff have been recruited, and an inspiring new project has just begun. 

There was a launch event attended by many people, including senior CAR 

government officials, and broadcasted nationally. To ensure this work is 

lifted up in prayer right from the start, we asked staff from our partner, 

ACATBA, about their hopes for the months ahead...  

 

Hopes for literacy  

ôMy hope is to see a good number of people, especially women and 

children, becoming literate. The rate of illiteracy in CAR is very  high and 

is a result of all the trouble this country has faced. The situation for 

women and children is critical.  

 

ôThe young people today, due to illiteracy, have been engaging in actions 

which are harmful to women in connection with the CAR crisis. Wome n 

have been victims of rape and it is because people have taken up arms, are 

totally illiterate and engage in violence.õ (Elysee) 

 

Pray that many vulnerable women and children will learn to read and 
write through the work of  ACATBA,  and that this will lead  to safer, better 
and more sustainable livelihoods. Pray for people like Elysee as they use 
their time and skills to make this hope a reality.  

 

Hopes for transformed lives  

ôMy hope is that the project succeeds, meets its objectives, has really good 

results , and that we will see the impact on the beneficiaries. That impact 

is the transformation of the social and economic lives of the beneficiaries 



and the communities.õ (Josephine) 

 

Lift up all those struggling as a result of  conflict  in CAR, and pray that 
th ey will be empowered to lead transformed lives. Pray that our partner 
staff will be able to find and include those who are most vulnerable.  
 

Hopes for restoration  

ôThis project is really important to women and children in particular 

because they have been the most affected by the crisis and have faced so 

many rapes and attacks, and suffered so much. The project is really 

important to alleviate the suffering of women in these communities who 

have been affected [by the crisis] and abandoned. This project will  also 

help children, restore relationships and bring about greater respect for the 

rights of women.õ (Lynne-Marnell)  

 

Pray that the work of ACATBA will lead to huge improvement in the way 
women are treated in  CAR, and an increase in the opportunities avail able 
to them. Pray for the restoration of relationships between individuals and 
among whole regions.  
 
FAMINE LOOMING IN WAR -TORN YEMEN  

The threat of famine continues in Yemen, as the embattled nation 

remains in the grip of civil war.  On Friday 28 September , the head of the 

UNõs World Food Programme (WFP) declared that it remains the worldõs 

worst humanitarian crisis. Executive Director David Beasley told 

reporters in New York that there ôvery well could beõ famine in remote 

areas of Yemen, which the WFP doe snõt have access to. Fighting around 

Hodeidah port has had a big impact on the importing of food and medical 

supplies, according to the Famine Early Warning Systems Network 

(FEWS NET).  

 

Across the nation, 22.2 million Yemenis are in need of humanitarian ai d, 

and 8.4 million are at risk of starvation. Itõs a number thatõs expected to 

rise to 18 million this year if conditions donõt improve. Last month the 

United Nations tried to negotiate a ceasefire, but planned talks never took 

place.  

 

Cholera continues  

In 2017, Yemen saw the biggest cholera outbreak on record, with over 1 

million cases reported. According to the World Health Organisation 

(WHO), 30 per cent of all suspected cholera cases across Yemen are 



children under five years of age.  

 

Severely malnouri shed children are far more likely to contract and die 

from diarrhoeal diseases like cholera than well -nourished children.  

 

Providing a lifeline  

Tearfund partners are helping to provide families with clean water and 

hygiene materials to reduce the risk of i llness and disease. This includes 

the construction of special rainwater cisterns. The cisterns are holes dug 

in the ground and lined with bricks and cement. They can store rainwater 

for communities for several months.  

 

One of our partners is in the process  of setting up an oral rehydration 

centre, in response to more recent cases of cholera. The response also 

includes promoting good hygiene practices in households, schools, and 

mosques, as well as distributing water filters, cholera prevention kits, and 

food supplies. They are also building latrines and giving training in 

growing vegetables. Kieren Barnes, Tearfundõs Middle East Response 

Director, says we must not let the Yemen crisis be forgotten: ôThe 

challenges for the people of Yemen, especially in the r emote locations, are 

relentless. They have been living on the edge of famine for too long. We 

must do all we can to provide critical aid to those in need, in order to 

prevent further suffering from cholera and other diseases.  ôOur partners 

are Yemenis them selves and are working tirelessly, committed to serving 

their communities and supporting the most vulnerable.õ**  

 

John Gravett ,  
Tearfund Representative  
 

 

 

 

** Please ask John for prayer pointers not included here.  

Editor  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   London City Mission  
 

 
 

The London City Mission -Southwark  

What do Rye Lane Chapel, The Elms Care Home, the LCM and Paul Chierico 

have in common? Well, 2 00 years ago Rye Lane Chapel was established for a 

Christian witness in the area.  65 years ago the Elms Care Home was 

established by the Rye Lane Chapel congregation, for needy Christians in the 

autumn of their lives.  183 years ago the LCM [London City Mis sion] was 

established in the Hoxton area of east London, to spread the Good News of 

Jesus. 29 years ago Paul Chierico started being involved with Christian 

Witness with the LCM. Paul is church -attached at Rye Lane Chapel, Peckham, 

and is involved with the Elms as well as an ôOpen Doorsõ project plus being a 

part -time in supporter relations.  They all share the Good News of Jesus with 

others in our capital city.  
 

Please pray for Paul and his family as he undertakes all these tasks within the 

auspices of the L ondon City Mission.  

 

The London City Mission and HMP Downview  

When HMP Holloway closed, HMP Downview re -opened as a womanõsõ prison 

with an operational capacity of 355. Lucy Merino -Calongos is a member of the 

LCM and is also part of the Chaplaincy team in the prison.  A Week in October 

for Lucy Merino -Calongos may consists of: - 

¶ Sunday : A Service for 40 -50 inmates under the auspices of the C of E and 

other Free Church denominations.  

¶ Monday : Meet with self -harmers and those with suicidal thoughts.  

¶ Tuesday: The Victim Awareness Course and the impact inmates make on 

their victims.  

¶ Wednesday: Meeting new arrivals and introducing the Chaplaincy to 

them.  

¶ Thursday : A day spent in the presence of the Lord, including prayer so 

that she may be guided and strengthened by  Godõs Holy Spirit. 

¶ Friday : Busy with Bible Studies, singing groups, various meetings etc.  

¶ Saturday : Praise and Worship meeting in the morning and Bible study in 

the afternoon.  
 

Lucyõs concern is that the prisoners needs may be met in Christ and that they 

get to know Him as their personal saviour. Pray for Lucy in this special 

ministry.  

Peter Brown  



 
 

This monthõs guide to encourage our partnership in prayer   
 

Through Novemberé 
 

On a SUNDAY pray for:  

¶ Those preaching, The Worship Group  

¶ The Sunday Youth Group s: Pebbles, The Rock , Rock Solid, Summit  
 

On a MONDAY pray for:  

¶ Pete & Cath, Bruce & Gisela, The Leadership Team, The Trustees  

¶ Our Fellowship , The Other churches in Chinnor  
 

On a TUESDAY pray for:  

¶ Those who work in mission  

¶ Rainbow Tots, Ladies and Menõs Groups and their leaders  

¶ The Chinnor Schools, the Doctors Surgeries  
 

On a WEDNESDAY pray for:  

¶ Our  small- groups, and their  leaders  

¶ Those living away from home  
 

On a THURSDAY pray for:  

¶ The older members of the fellowship  

¶ Coffee Pot, Those living in Hempton Fie ld and other care homes  
 

On a FRIDAY pray for:  

¶ The children of the fellowship  

¶ Older Teens Group, After School Group  

¶ Friday Night Clubs and their leaders  
 

On a SATURDAY pray for:  

¶ Chinnor 

¶ Your neighbours  

¶ Your friends, family  
 

 



Enjoy   

 

Where can I go from you r Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? ... If I make my bed in the 
depths, you are there. Psalm 139:7, NIV  
 

Some time ago, I was leading a prayer meeting at home with a dozen or so people 

present. There came a lull in the praying and everyone went silent. This isnõt 

particularly unusual, but nobody spoke for ages. As the silence continued, we became 

more and more aware of the presence of God.  
 

I sent up a silent prayer, òWhat do we do now, Lord?ó I felt I had to do something or 

say something.  
 

The stillness continued. I opened my eyes and looked around. Everyone in the room 

sat with their heads bowed, some with open hands, some with raised arms, s ome 

with tears trickling down their faces.  
 

Then God spoke; not in an audible voice, but into my spirit, quietly and gently, but 

powerfully. òJust enjoy it.ó That was all. So, we did. We were all together in a room 

overwhelmed by the presence of God. We could feel His love, His holiness, His 

majesty. We were at peace with Him and with ourselves.  
 

Weõre so used to doing our thing and expecting things to happen our way. Weõre so 

used to generating an atmosphere of praise, or worship. We want to come to God 

with our petitions and prayers, our repentance, our humility and gratitude. We want 

to give Him thanks beca use Heõs worthy. 
 

God knows Heõs worthy. He knows Heõs all powerful and loving and gentle and 

forgiving. Heõs a God of mercy and peace. Heõs faithful and just. He just wants us to 

live our lives as if it were true, which it is. He wants us to live in the u nfathomable 

love of God, not to try to work it out, but just to live in it, to appreciate it, allow it to 

permeate our very being and know that Heõs God. He longs for us to allow Him to 

love us.  
 

Never mind the baggage. Never mind the regrets. Never mind the fact that weõre not 

good enough. He knows that. Time after time we let Him down and somehow seem 

incapable of being the person we know He wants us to be. But He knows all about us 

and our weaknesses and has already put them all to death.  
 

I was in a f riendõs house recently and saw these words on a poster on the wall. ôA 

true friend is someone who knows everything about me, and still loves me.õ Thatõs 

God. 
 

Letõs look through any fog of self-doubt and self -criticism. Breaking free from self -

made shackles, we can grab hold of that for which Christ died. He made a way 

through the mire, washed us clean and led us on to the very throne of God. Letõs 

approach Him and embrace all He wants to give us. Letõs be aware that He lives 

within us by His Spirit. And, a s He said to me in my living room on that memorable 

evening, òJust enjoy it.ó  
 

Ron Scurfield, Ellel Ministries  



Comments from the 
Freedom in Christ Course  

 

Here are a few comments from the latest Freedom in Christ course run at 
Chinnor Community Church.  
 

òThe course certainly lived up to its title òFreedom in Christó. Some issues 

I found hard to deal with, some I found didnõt apply to me, but by the end 

of the course the òhard to deal with issuesó were the most releasing. Being 

honest with God, not hiding a nything away and by writing things down, 

talking and praying about them, bringing issues to the surface that had 

been buried, th ey were all dealt with by Him. G one! Forgotten! I am now 

released and unbound.ó 

 

òWow, what a few weeks we have had, working our way through the 

Freedom in Christ course and it still wasnõt long enough. It provoked 

discussion and disclosures into areas we felt had been dealt with or long 

forgotten. Sometimes taking you into the unknown. But by the end of it 

you were given a feeling  of great joy, knowledge and assu rance of being a 

Child of God! Above all FREEDOM. ò 

 

òThe Freedom in Christ course made me realise that God loves me and 

that I am free from all my troubles because He takes them from me! I only 

have to ask. He is truly my Father and Saviour and I am no longer 

insignificant.ó 

 

òThe Freedom in Christ course reminded me that when I became a 

Christian many years ago I wasnõt ôwhite washed overõ I became a new 

creation. I wasnõt just a sinner saved by grace but now a saint who 

sometimes sins! The steps to Freedom in Christ showed me how to deal 

with those sins which have held me back from enjoying all the love and 

freedom Christ gives me in my daily walk with him.ó 

 

òI have just completed the Freedom in Christ course and as a small group 

we were all able to ask questions and be open to discussion in a very 

friendly way. The steps were quite demanding with a lot to do, but we 

completed the course. It is now time to put into practice what we learned 

and try to walk in Jesus footstep s.ó 



Continued 2/é 

 

The power of the Lord compared to the enemy is like the difference 

between an atomic bomb and an ant ð this is just one of the phrases on 

the Freedom in Christ course that hit me. There were many other 

occasions on the journey through th e course where revelation of truths hit 

me. Praise God I was able to embrace truth and the result? FREEDOM  

 

What a very apt title for an amazing course ð many questions now have a 

clearer understanding of the love our Father has for me and how my love 

for Him has increased and made me thirsty for more knowledge and 

understanding. Each session was a joy and the camaraderie amongst us 

served to carry us throu gh from one week to the next.  

 

Submitted by Jean Sutcliffe  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Grace Course  

Began in October, it is w ritten and produced by Freedom 

in Christ Ministries; it is pres ented via a DVD by Steve 

Goss. Participants Guides with notes for each session are 

included.  

 

The Sessions 

Session 1: Free! 

Session 2: Innocent!  

Session 3: Unashamed!  

Session 4: Courageous! 

Session 5: Humble!  

Session 6: Fruitful!  

 

Alternate Wednesdays 1.30pm in the church.  

Next meeting 14 th  November 2018  



Pull in for a spiritual check-up ï Part 2 
 

The mirrors  

écheck the minimum numbers are on the vehicle, their condition and 
security.  
¶ OK, Iõm doing it now, but how often during the year did I check my 

mirrors to see where Iõd been, so that I could correct my direction if I 

were straying off the road marked for me? (Deuteronomy 4:1)  

¶ Have I got a submissive, teachable spirit, eager to respond to Godõs 

correction? 

 

Load security  

éBoot or tailgate can be secured in the closed position.  
¶ Have I shown sensitivity to the needs of o thers without letting them 

weigh me down and impede progress? (1Peter 5:7)  

 

The brakes  

é their condition, operation and performance  
¶ Have I been able to stop before yielding to temptation?  

¶ Have I resisted sin? (Galatians 5:17)  

 

Tyres and wheels  

é their co ndition, security, size, typr and tread depth.  
¶ Did I have sufficient tread to remain on the road God laid out for me, 

or were there times when I veered off and lost my way?  

¶ Have I stuck to Godõs way, when another way looked less rocky and 

rutted?  

 

Registra tion plates  

é their condition, security, characters correctly formed and spaced.  
¶ Has the cross round my neck or the fish on my car been the only clues 

that I am a disciple of Jesus? Or has my behaviour revealed my 

beliefs? 

 

Lights  

étheir condition, opera tion and security. Headlamps for aim.  
¶ Have my ôheadlampsõ been set according to Godõs Word, so that my 

journey has followed a righteous path? (Psalm 119:105)  



¶ Jesus said: òI am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will 

never walk in darkness, but will  have the light of lifeó (John 8:12). 

Have I followed Jesus?  

¶ He also said: òYou are the light of the world é let your light shine 

before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your 

Father in heavenó (Matthew 5:14, 16). Has my life brought God 

glory? Can I remember instances in the last year where I let Jesus 

shine through me into a dark situation?  

 

The bonnet  

é securely latches in the closed position.  
¶ Have I  worn the helmet of salvation, resisting Satanõs schemes? 

(Ephesians 6:17).  

¶ Have I taken every thought captive to Jesus, trusting in the promise 

that I òhave the mind of Christó? (1 Corinthians 2:16) 

 

Wipers and washers  

éoperate to give the driver a clear view ahead.  
¶ Through prayer, Bible reading, and with the help of my Christian 

brothers an d sisters, have I been able to wash away the detritus 

thrown up along the journey, so that my vision is unimpaired?  

¶ Have there been times when I made a wrong decision because I didnõt 

correctly ôseeõ what was at stake? 

 

The windscreen  

éits condition and t he drivers view of the road.  
¶ Has the windscreen been shattered in the last year by some tragedy 

or misfortune?  

¶ Have I yet to replace it with a new piece of glass through which I can 

accurately see the way forward?  

 

The horn  

éoperates correctly and is of a  suitable type.  
¶ Have I sounded a warning to others if I saw them stalled or straying 

from the way? (1 Thessalonians 5:14)  

 

Steering and suspension  

é are of a satisfactory condition and operation.  
¶ Have I navigated sharp bends and gone with God down unexpec ted 

roads, or have I been slow to turn away from the way I wanted to go?  



¶ Has prayer cushioned me from a bone -jarring journey, or have I been 

bruised and battered because I didnõt fully trust in the Lord? 

 

The vehicle identification number (VIN)  

é is on vehicles first used on or after 1 August 1980.  
¶ Have I lived so that my ownerõs mark was visible to others? (2 

Corinthians 1:21 -22) 

 

No doubt you, like me, have failed and need time for the Mechanicõs 

mending. Praise God for his grace and mercy.  

 

Recently, wh ile driving from Dublin to Galway, we were using a GPS with 

outdated maps. As a result, it frequently showed us driving through fields, 

while an edgy voice advised us that she was ôrecalculatingõ in order to get 

us to our final destination.  

 

God is our spi ritual GPS whose amps never go out of date. He has marked 

a way which is best for us to go, but we often wander off it and get bogged 

down in the mud and the mire. He forgives us and recalculates our 

journey, advising us in a voice gentle and full of love.  

 

Donõt be down hearted if your spiritual MOT reveals serious deficiencies, 

or if youõve stalled or detoured. God is ready to recalculate my route and 

yours, from where we are right now, and return us to the right track, so 

that one day we will arrive safe ly in our heavenly home.  

 

Itõs a promise. Happy birthday! 

 
 
 
 
 
Michele Morrison  
Reproduced with permission 
September 2011 Edition of Woman Alive     www.womanalive.co.uk? 
Published by Christian Publishing & Outreach (CPO) is a limited company registered in 
England and Wales 
 

 

 

 

http://www.womanalive.co.uk/


What are you called to? 
 

The common drudgery of daily life ca n be a Divine Calling. We often 

speak of a young man as òbeing called to the Ministryó; but it is as fitting 

to speak of a carpenter being led to the bench, the blacksmith to the 

forge, and the shoemaker to his last. òBrethren,ó said the Apostle, òlet 

every man wherein he is called, therein abide with God.ó 

 
Remember that your life has been appointed by Godõs wise providence. 

God as much sent Joseph to the drudgery and discipline of the prison as 

to the glory and responsibility of the palace. Nothing happens to us which 

is not included in His plan for us; and the incidents which seem most 

tiresome are often contrived to give us oppo rtunities to become nobler, 

stronger characters.  

 
We are called to be faithful in performing our assigned duties. Not 

brilliance, not success, not notoriety which attracts the worldõs notice, 

but the regular, quiet, and careful performance of trivial and c ommon 

duties; faithfulness in that which is least is as great an attainment in 

Godõs sight as in the greatest. 

 
Take up your work, then, you who seem to be the nobodies, the drudges, 

the maid -of-all -work, the clerk, or shop assistant. Do it with a brave 

heart, looking up to Him who for many years toiled at the carpenterõs 

bench. Amid the many scenes and actions of life, set the Lord always 

before your face. Do all as in His presence, and to win His smile; and be 

sure to cultivate a spirit of love to God and  man. Look out for 

opportunities of cheering your fellow workers. Do not murmur or 

grumble, but let your heart rise from your toil to God your Maker, 

Saviour, and Friend. So the lowliest service will glisten, as grass -blades 

do when sun and dewdrops garnis h them.  

 
F. B. Meyer  
Time With God  

A One Year Devotional, New Century Version  

 

 

 

 

 



My Favourite  
Hymn/Song   
 

I find it impossible to choose j ust one favourite hymn or song!  At different 

times of my life there have been special ones that have spoken into my life 

situation, have comforted , challenged and encouraged me.  Great is Thy 

faithfulness is one of them, especially   the lines promising Godõs òStrength 

for today, and bright hope for tomorrow ð blessings all mine with ten 

thousand beside.ó 

 

But one that ha s been with me over the more than sixty years that Iõve 

been a Christian, though I rarely get the chance to sing it with others 

now, is òMay the mind of Christ my Saviouró. 

 

From the very start of my walk with Jesus I was conscious of the need to 

grow more  like Him ð itõs a work that still seems far from complete, but I 

trust is still in process.  The Scriptures have always been very important 

to me, and Iõve known God answering specific needs and problems with 

verses that jump out and seem like His side of a conversation weõre having 

together.  He has calmed me with His promises and poured out His love on 

me, and on those Iõve been concerned about.   

 

Iõm still aware of enemy action, seeking to discourage me and others, but 

Iõm also increasingly seeing Godõs hand at work in my life ð and in the 

way He answers prayer. Knowing that the ultimate victory already 

belongs to Jesus does give me courage for lifeõs battles. I wonder how those 

still without Him in their lives can face today, never mind the future, and 

especially eternity.   It seems more and more important to reach out to 

them with the Good News that God loves them and has an amazing plan 

for their lives.  

 
Ann Long  
 

 



This is a difficult choice as there are so many that come to mind, but the 

first hymn I remember that made an impression on me, just a few days 

after I became a Christian, was 'Great is thy faithfulness', but not for the 

reason that you might expect. Over the years, as we grow in our Christian 

life, hymns become well known to us, and we learn  more of the meaning of 

the words, and sometimes, of the author and the reason the hymn was 

written in the first place. So it is with this h ymn.  

 

One of the writers of this great hymn, often sung at Billy Graham 

crusades, was Thomas Chisholm. [The other be ing W.M. Runyan]  

 

Chisholmõs inspiration came from, amongst other things, the verses of 

scriptu re from Lamentations 3 vs22 -23. 

òBecause of the Lord's great love we are not consumed, for his 

compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is your 

faithfulness.ó 
 

The hymn goes:- 

Great is thy faithfulness,  O God my Father  

There is no shadow of turning with Thee ; 

Thou changest not , Thy compassions they fail not , 

As Thou hast been  Thou forever will be.  

 

Great is Thy faithfulness  
Great is Thy faithfulne ss 
Morning by morning new mercies I see  
And all I have needed Thy hand hath provided  
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me.  
 

Pardon for sin  and a peace that endureth,  

Thine own dear presence to cheer  and to guide.  

Strength for today  and bright hope for t omorrow  

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside.  

 

BUT it was not the words or music that captivated me at that time, but 

one of the young girls in the duet that were singing this hymn at a NYLC  

[National Young Life Campaign ] meeting. That was fifty -eight years ago. I 

still remember her, and whilst the hymn has much more meaning these 

days, I am unable to forget the young girl. The hymn writerõs words have 

become a reality to me -and also to that young girl - for it was the first time 

that I saw Christine . We have been married for 55 years, and through 

thick and thin, God has remained faithful. Praise His Name.  

Peter Brown  



One of my favourite hymns is ôBecause he Lives, I can face tomorrowõ by 
William J Gaither (1971).  

 

The three verses are particularly me aningful.  

¶ Verse one reminiscence of the past  

¶ Verse two relevant for the present  

¶ And verse three vital for the future.  

 

I am sure many will find the words of the whole hymn very significant.  

 

Alan Forster  
 

 

God sent His Son, they called Him Jesus;  

He came to love, heal, and forgive;  

He lived and died to buy my pardon,  

An empty grave is there to prove my Saviour lives.  

 

Because He lives I can face tomorrow;  
Because He lives all fear is gone;  
Because I know He holds the future,  
And life is worth the living j ust because He lives.  
 
How sweet to hold a new -born  baby, 

And feel the pride, and joy he gives;  

But greater still the calm assurance,  

This child can face uncertain days because He lives . 

 

And then one day Iõll cross the river; 

I'll fight lifeõs final war with pain;  

And then as death gives way to victõry, 

Iõll see the lights of glory and I'll know He lives. 

 
 

 
 



Chinnor Thanks Week 
 

The first Chinnor Thanks Week was held from the 15 th  ð 21st October. 

Being thankful for what we have and supporting those who d onõt have or 

canõt. Two ôfiguresõ sat on a bench in the garden of Chinnor Community 

Church, High Street wore ôthank youõ signs which is what we want to 

convey to everyone who participated in some way towards such a 

successful event. 

 

Thank you to the young  people who attend FN@7 (Friday Night at 7.00) at 

Chinnor Community Church who created the ôfiguresõ. They certainly 

were eye catching and foun d their way onto social media. The gifts were 

overwhelming. A huge THANK YOU to those who walked the High Street,  

visited the shops and then put the purchases into the food bank box 

outside Chinnor Community Church. The lady who was passing in her 

car, slowed down, passed the gift to the person stood outside the church ð 

thank you. Mums, dads and nannies pushing pram s loaded with gifts, 

people on bicycles with gifts in the basket ð thank you. The wonderful 

elderly lady who emptied all the tins from her stroller into the foodbank 

box ð thank you. The anonymous givers ð thank you. The dad and 

daughter who called at the church one dark evening ð thank you and so 

many more of you ð thank you.  

 

Your gifts (three car loads) have been shipped to Sharing Life Trust who 

are handling the distribution of all the food. You are all very generous and 

have helped to alleviate some o f the hardship of numerous families in the 

locality particularly as Christmas approaches. Well done to everyone and 

again many thanks for your tremendous generosity. You have achieved 

something wonderful.  

 

With thanks from all at  

Chinnor Community Church  

www.chinnor.org.uk  

01844 352938 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.chinnor.org.uk/


Spiritual Gardening  
 

"Restore our fortunes, O Lord, like the watercourses in the Negreb. May 
those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy. Those who go out weeping 
bearing th e seed for sowing shall come home with shouts of joy carrying 
their sheaves."  Psalm 126:4-6, NIV  
 

Our lives are created by God to be rather like a garden. A garden is meant 

to be alive with growth and each garden tells a picture. There are no two 

gardens alike because trees, plants and grass are alive, and each grow 

entirely differently. A garden is designed to have needs and when those 

needs are met, it blossoms and comes into its destiny. The gardener 

attends to the needs of the garden and a good gardene r goes beyond just 

the needs of the garden. A good gardener holds a vision for the garden and 

wants to bring it to its full potential not allowing anything to steal or to 

stop the journey of growth and eventual maturing.  

 

However, the climatic conditions c anõt be controlled. The weather could be 

too dry or it could be too wet. In some countries it could be the problem of 

the cold and the frost and, without proper protection, some plants would 

die. At other times, weeding is necessary to remove those things which 

would take away the nutrients of the soil or remove the kind of weeds 

which would bind themselves around healthy plants and choke them.  

 

Whichever way we look at it, a garden is dependent upon its gardener. 

However, the gardener is also dependent. T he gardener is dependent upon 

the Creator. The Creator has put in place physical and spiritual laws 

without which the world could not exist. Without understanding and 

obedience to these laws, chaos will result. The gardener has no control 

over gravity, the  climate or weather. The garden must be tended 

according to the laws of the universe.  

 

We are the gardeners of our lives. Weõre created to watch over our lives 

and to live them according to the masterõs laws. In doing so weõll find that 

the garden of our l ife becomes one of order, fruitfulness and beauty. Our 

hard work of watching over it will produce a reward in due season.  

 

Many of us feel that weõve sown our garden with many tears. Weõve come 

up against climatic conditions which are harsh. Weõve struggled with the 

hard ground where stones and weeds abound. Weõve laboured in areas 



where thereõs seemingly been little fruitfulness and yield. Many times we 

may have felt that the work of our particular garden was too great.  

 

Yet, the Creatorõs law is at work. We may not be able to see it but the 

tears of struggle and pain are having their effect. They're producing 

something underground which is taking root and shape. One day the tears 

will bring a crop and the crop will produce a harvest, even though we canõt 

see it yet, and indeed we may not see it in our own lifetime. The sowing 

part of gardening is the most crucial part. The ground in itself can 

produce nothing until something is sown.  

 

Letõs ask our Heavenly Father today to take our tears and to sow them 

int o beauty in the ground of our lives and bring forth a good yield. Letõs do 

our part and be vigilant against the forces which would strangle the good 

seed which is sown so that it canõt grow and blossom. The enemy wants to 

use the weeds (sin) of our life to  rob us. Negativity, self -pity, 

ungratefulness, self -idolatry want to take root and fill our garden (life) so 

that the beauty cannot be seen and the garden cannot be fruitful.  

 

Fiona Horrobin  
Ellel Ministries International  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

CCC Coffee Pot and  

Where On Earth Am I?  
 

Really, we do know the answer to that question because, after the summer 

break, everyone is again gathered under one roof in the Village Centre.  
 

There was a lot to talk about, what with holidays and a new pastor expected 

soon, so getting order back into the meeting was a bit of a struggle. Anyway, 

Peter had organised a quiz based on clues that led us to towns and cities 

around the British Isles.  
 

We had forty questions based on twenty maps torn from his ABC road map. 

The only proble m was that the places we were to identify had been cut out from 

the actual road map and replaced with blank paper.  
 

Hastings was the answer to the first question this proved easy as the clue was 

1066 and the town started with an H. So onwards: The next two  clues were the 

same. ôThe name is on the mapô, and the identifying letters to the towns were 

the same. ôBõ followed by ôNot the upper but the lowerõ in one question and ôBõ 

Do not keep at bay.õ in the other. Out came the magnifying glasses that we had 

been prompted to bring with us, so that we could read the small print on the 

map. The upper turned out to be Upper Bangor, the lower actually was Bangor 

its self. Dear oh deer! The second ôBõ was for Bridlington. Shirley, this must get 

better? And so it did, with answers relating to towns on the IoW. ôCowsõ-clue 

ôDoes not give milk and ôRydeõ-clue ôHas a pier but does not move. We managed 

to cover England, Wales, Scotland and the Isle of Man. It was good fun and it 

certainly moved the holiday cobwebs from the mind. The major award of a 

large world map went to Nina and Ruth, so well done to them, especially Ruth, 

as it was her first time at Coffee Pot.  
 

Our epilogue was also about the way to go and cross roads in our lives.  
 

The way of life do you have an empty way of life? Where is your life leading to?  
 

The Bible tells us that the LORD says: òStand at the crossroads and look; ask 

for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in it, and you will 

find rest for your souls.ó But some say, òWe will not walk in it.ó and that, my 

friends, will take you on the road to disaster. The psalmist writes, òShow me 

your ways, O LORD, teach me your paths.ó 
 

Peter reminded the people in the New Testament of these same words. òYou 

have made known to me the paths of li fe; you will fill me with joy in your 

presence.ó And Peter also reminds us all, òFor you know that it was not with 

perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the 



empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, but with  the 

precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.ó 
 

At the cross roads of life, choose life, through Jesus.  
 

CCC Coffee Pot and a General  

It was a bright sunny morning as the Chilton Room, at the Village Centre, 

filled up with our expectant members. Friends and neighbours meet together to 

discuss the world and how to resolve the problems of the world, all in a twenty 

minute chat over coffee and a biscuit or two. Once resolved, we were on to 

todayõs presentation by Margaret S, which transpired to be a general quiz, with 

questions such as what colour is the sky on Mars? As everyone knows, the sky 

is red, hence the Red Planet. But no, the answer should have been pink! [One 

point] It appears that the normal hue of the sky during the daytime is a 

pinkish -red, however in the vicinity of the setting or rising sun it is blue. 

During the day the sky is alleged to be a yellow -brown "butterscotch" colour. I 

expect this discovery was made by NASA. Our next question was what do the 

initials NASA stand for. The answer ôNever Actually Seen Anything!õ was 

discarded for the correct one, which turned out to be the ôNational Aeronautics 

and Space Administration.õ Margaret had thirty questions for us to get 

through. So onward to the answer for question 9 which was b [5] .*  
 

As we had just had biscuits, Margaretõs next question asked us to identify the 

flat currant biscuit named after an Italian soldier and statesman. Mr Garry 

Baldy gave us another point. [Margaret did say that the spelling did not 

matter. Good job to o.] Our last question resulted every team getting it right. 

How many pieces of silver was Judas given to betray Jesus? Thirty pieces. I am 

not sure who [or whom] gained the most points, but Margaret gave us all a 

chocolate sweet so on that note, it was for  the epilogue. So, thank you 

Margaret, another willing volunteer.  
 

It had been noticed that in the early morning sky, vapour trails made by 

aircraft, seemed to form an arrow as they pointed towards Heathrow. But to 

land at Heathrow, the pilot had to go thr ough Air Traffic Control first, before 

he could actually land. So it is in our lives. Many people think that all roads 

lead to God and that they automatically go to heaven, but this is not the case. 

Jesus says, in the Bible, ò"I am the way and the truth and the life. No one 

comes to the Father except through me.ó Does that make you think? What way 

are you going? Your way or Godõs Way? 
 

Peter Brown  
 

 

*  Q9. A gift of wood is given to celebrate which wedding anniversary, in years?  

a) 3     b) 5  c) 7 
 
 



 

Over the last 10 months I have been asking you to  donate items for the 

shoeboxes as ever, your generosity has been amazing. In November Iõm 

asking for something money canõt buy but which is so so important - a 

space in your prayer time. What goes in to the box is fun, what comes out 

of the box is eternal is a very true statement. Yes of course we want the 

children receiving, what in most cases will be their only present, to 

experience fun, joy and happiness, but our prayer is that they will learn 

that there is e ternal peace, freedom and forgiveness to be found in Jesus. 

As in every other year some of the children will do just that. We know of 

1000s who have committed their lives to Christ and now serve Him in the 

ministry, in hospitals or working with Samaritanõs Purse. More than that 

no child ever receives a box and doesnõt tell someone about how they 

received it and why. Those listening more often than not want to know 

what makes a stranger the other side of the world do such a thing. When 

they hear the answer t hey also hear the gospel, and as a result churches 

are being planted in previously unreached places, and the harvest of souls 

is being gathered in.  

 

So please join me in praying - for a warehouse to be available in the 

Thame collection area (one of the 3 b iggest collection centres in the UK) - 

for volunteers to check the boxes - for the safety of the drivers taking the 

huge lorries on their long journey - for fair treatment at the customs 

borders and for all those with the task of distributing the boxes to the 

children. Finally for a wonderful outcome to this yearõs campaign as we 

hear of lives changed forever. A lot to pray about but our Heavenly Father 

hears every prayer and will answer every one!  

 

My guess is that we still need nearly 150 empty boxes at C CC (wrapped 

would be nice!!!!) and donõ forget our Crafts and Coffee morning on 

November 10th to raise  money for the transport of the boxes (why not 

bring a friend or a stranger with you)  

 

When Connect comes out next Iõll be able to tell you how many boxes  we 

sent! Will we beat our record yet again? Watch this space - - - -  

 

God bless you all,   

love from Pam Dunn x  



 

 

 

 

 
 
 


