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Earlier this year at CCC we had a month thinking about ‘How to Pray’ 

according to God’s word. We looked at how Jesus teaches us to pray and how 

the Bible instructs us in prayer. We saw that in accordance with Jesus’ 

teaching on prayer, we should always pray with a primary focus upon God 

himself, his kingdom and his will (Matthew 6:9-13). 

 

God is worthy of our worship, praise and thanks in all the circumstances and 

situations of life, his kingdom comes wherever King Jesus has rule, and his will 

is revealed to us through his word (we believe that the Bible is the inspired 

word of God, the infallible, all sufficient rule for faith and practice). 

 

But in recent times some have suggested that we can have a subjective 

spiritual experience in prayer apart from the objective truth of God's Word? 

 

Here’s an article from the Bible Questions Website, GotQuestions.org which 

addresses this issue: 

Question: "What is listening prayer? Are listening prayers biblical?" 
Answer: The Bible speaks often of prayer, but it does not mention “listening 
prayer” as a type of prayer to practice. The idea of ‘listening prayer’ is to spend 
some time talking to the Lord and the rest of the time listening to His 
response. Or, sometimes, the listening comes first and the prayer second. 
Listening prayer is based on the concept of prayer as two-way 
communication—we talk, and God talks. 
 
Proponents of listening prayer point to verses such as Psalm 46:10 (‘Be still, 
and know that I am God’) and John 10:27 (“My sheep listen to my voice”) to 
assert that the Bible teaches listening prayer. Some even use Jesus’ words in 
John 7:16 (“My teaching is not my own. It comes from the one who sent me”) to 
claim that Jesus Himself engaged in listening prayer, and that’s the reason He 
knew what to teach. 
 
We should point out that in none of the passages mentioned above is ‘listening 
prayer’ mentioned. In fact, no kind of prayer is mentioned at all. Trying to use 
these verses to teach the modern concept of listening prayer goes beyond what 
the text of Scripture says. 
 
But going beyond what Scripture says is what listening prayer is really all 
about. The practitioner of listening prayer seeks ‘new revelation’ from God on a 
daily basis and about the most mundane things: don’t eat the sushi today, 
follow the man with the red scarf, withdraw your money from the bank, etc. 
Listening prayer involves receiving “inspiration” from the Holy Spirit and new, 
specific messages from God. 
 



It’s hard to overemphasize the dangers inherent in believing that one is 
receiving ‘inspired’ messages from the Spirit. Scripture is inspired and 
therefore authoritative (2 Timothy 3:16). But the ‘nudges’, ‘feelings’, 
‘intuitions’, and random thoughts a person has while meditating cannot be put 
on the same level as Scripture. To assume that the voice a person hears in his 
mind is the voice of God is to leave the door wide open for self-delusion and 
even demonic deception. 
 
To practice listening prayer, people are told to ‘clear their minds’ (something 
the Bible never tells us to do) and spend concentrated time listening for ‘God’s 
voice.’ The divine message may come through images in their minds, through 
words, through ideas, through physical sensations, or through ‘gut feelings.’ 
The goal of listening prayer is to ‘think God’s thoughts with Him,’ ‘discover 
God’s specific truth,’ and ‘receive new revelation.’ This type of subjectivity 
bypasses the objective, written Word of God as our sole rule for faith and 
practice. The passive receptivity of listening prayer has more to do with New 
Age and occult practice than with biblical prayer. 
 
Biblical prayer, as opposed to listening prayer, follows the biblical instructions 
concerning prayer. We are to pray in faith (James 1:6), in direct address to God 
(Matthew 6:9), in Jesus’ name (John 14:13), offered with reverence and 
humility (Luke 18:13), with perseverance (Luke 18:1), and in submission to 
God’s will (Matthew 6:10). The Bible refers to prayer as beseeching the Lord 
(Psalm 118:25); pouring out one’s soul to the Lord (1 Samuel 1:15); crying out 
to heaven (2 Chronicles 32:20); and kneeling before the Father (Ephesians 
3:14). The Bible never instructs us to empty our minds and listen for special 
words of revelation from God. God expects us to open our Bibles and study 
what He has said there. The Bible is the Word of God and is sufficient for our 
needs. 
 

So, here's a practical encouragement for you as you pray. Remember, our 

various and sometimes even strange thoughts are not a lamp for our feet or a 

light for our path, but God’s word is (Psalm 119:105). We should want the 

words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts to be acceptable in the 

sight of the Lord (Psalm 19:14). We should also take every thought captive to 

make it obedient to Christ (2 Corinthians 10:5). Therefore, as you live and 

think and pray on God’s word, keep your Bible open, check each thought by 

asking, ‘does this thought align with the revealed will of God (Scripture), if it 

does, pray on it, if it doesn’t, reject it.  

 

Pastor Pete 
 

 

 

 



 

Tearfund News 
 

 

 
CAUSE FOR THANKS: ONE YEAR ON FROM THE INDONESIA TSUNAMI 

It’s a year this September since Indonesia was struck by the first of two tsunamis in 

the space of just four months. More than 2,000 people were killed, and 200,000 more 

lost their homes. Our response was immediate, and we are still working alongside 

affected communities to help them recover and rebuild. We’ve helped more than 

21,600 people so far, including Mrs Sinta from Central Sulawesi island. 
 

Mrs Sinta lost her home and farm when the tsunami struck Sulawesi, but feels 

fortunate to have escaped with her life. She remembers how the ground seemed to 

turn to liquid. She fled to a camp following the disaster, along with thousands of 

others. During what has been a traumatic time, Mrs Sinta is thankful for many 

things. She says God has been at work even in the midst of the suffering. ‘People did 

not care as much for each other before, as they do now,’ she says. 
 

Hope for the future 

Mrs Sinta is also deeply thankful for the help she’s received through Tearfund’s 

emergency response. She was given food to help her through the hardest times, and 

was also given a cash grant to help her get back on her feet. She started a small 

business, which she hopes to expand in the future. 
 

‘I pray God will continue to bless and give good health to those supporting this work, 

and to [Tearfund’s partner] staff,’ she says. 
 

As well as distributing emergency food supplies and cash grants, our partners have 

also enabled children to return to school, helped clear debris and restore 

infrastructure such as roads, and supported people to find new ways to earn a living. 

Please keep this work and the people of Indonesia in your prayers. 

 

PLEASE PRAY 

 Pray for Mrs Sinta and all those still recovering from last year’s tsunamis in 

Indonesia. Pray that God will strengthen and encourage them. 

 Praise God that our teams and partners have been able to reach more than 

20,000 people so far affected by this disaster, and pray this work will benefit many 

more. 

 The current phase of the response is focusing on helping people to rebuild lost 

homes and livelihoods. We are also training communities in how to best prepare for 

natural disasters. Pray that God will be with those leading this important work. 

 

FINDING FAITH IN FOOTBALL 

With the Premier League season underway, we look at how football is changing the 

lives of young people in Cambodia. 
 



Charya* has loved playing football since he was a little boy. Even as a married 

father of three, he still takes any opportunity he can to play. When he became pastor 

of a church, he wanted to share his passion for both Christ and football with local 

people. 
 

Just a game 

‘Many pastors think of football as just a game,’ says Charya. ‘They believe that sport 

and football are not suitable as ministries. And so they don’t allow their youth to 

form a church football team. They miss the opportunity to enrich people’s faith 

through sport.’ Charya started a football team for young people, but realised that he 

didn’t have the skills to run it as a ministry. ‘I was unable to manage it well. So 

when people came to play football, they only thought about fun and nothing else.’ 
 

Learning to lead 

In 2017, Charya attended a sports training course run by Tearfund partner 

Evangelical Fellowship of Cambodia (EFC). This helped him to learn more about the 

technical aspect of managing a sports team in a faith context. 
 

‘I now lead my football team more effectively,’ he says. ‘I understand a clear process 

of leadership and managing my team, and I am also making disciples.’ 
 

During the team’s monthly fixtures, Charya takes the opportunity to chat with other 

pastors in the province and encourage them to set up football teams in their 

churches. He also suggests that their youth leaders attend the training with EFC. 
 

Changing attitudes 

Nuon*, a youth leader, attended the training in June 2019. ‘It opened my eyes and I 

learnt all about sports ministry,’ says Nuon. ‘It has empowered me from the inside 

out. Looking back, I thought football was just a game. I hadn’t realised that it can 

help people to understand the gospel.’ 
 

After attending the training, Nuon set up two football teams in her church. They 

train every Thursday and Sunday evening. ‘I really enjoy training the boys and girls, 

because I see their change in attitude after just one or two sessions.’ 

 

PLEASE PRAY 

Dear God, 

Thank you so much for the joy of sport, and for the way it can bring people together. 

Please continue to bless the work of EFC in Cambodia, so that many more lives can 

be impacted for good. We pray that similar initiatives will spread around the world. 

Amen 

 

*Names have been changed to protect identities. 
 
SWEET LIKE CHOCOLATE... 

Daniel is definitely not the first man to make his wife happier by providing more 

chocolate – and he won’t be the last. 
 

No doubt we’re conjuring up images of delicious, store-bought decadence. 

Individually wrapped moments of guilty pleasure. For Daniel, his wife and their 



seven children, chocolate is a far more important matter. As a cocoa farmer in Ivory 

Coast, he is part of an agricultural industry which supplies around 33 per cent of 

cocoa used in chocolate manufacturing around the world. Most of this export produce 

comes from smallholder farms like Daniel’s – farms just big enough to support a 

family. The income from Daniel and his wife’s land should have been sufficient to 

sustain them. 
 

But the crops were struggling. 
 

A bitter taste 

It’s a common problem. Soil farmed year after year loses the nutrients essential to 

healthy produce. Daniel despaired. He understood the issue, but didn’t know how to 

treat it. He needed new solutions. Then he met Tearfund’s local church partner. 

They had what he was looking for. 
 

‘I attended different training sessions on organic fertilisers and on farming God’s 

way [ie not damaging to the environment],’ says Daniel. ‘With the lessons learnt...I 

decided to make my own compost...to enrich the soil of my cocoa farm. Now...my 

production has doubled.’ 
 

Sweeter things 

Now, Daniel is looking forward to seeing his harvests continue to increase. He has 

even managed to extend his farm by half a hectare. 
 

‘I am very happy,’ says Daniel. ‘My wife is also happy because our income has 

increased.’ 
 

The new information and training has been the catalyst for a much sweeter life for 

Daniel and his family. Who knows? In our next cheeky, chocolatey treat, maybe 

Daniel’s work will have made ours a little sweeter too. 

 

PLEASE PRAY 

 Thank God for Daniel and his family. Praise God for their lives and their 

happiness. Pray that their crops will continue to succeed. 

 Pray for Ivory Coast and for each farmer who works there – and that we will 

remember that, even though we may be far away, we are all one body and our lives 

affect each other in practical and spiritual ways. 

 Thank God for the work of our partners. Pray for increased knowledge and 

innovation, which can be shared and continue to transform lives. 

 

John Gravett 
Tearfund Representative 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

London City Mission 
 

 

The London City Mission Out on the Streets. 

A number of contacts are made outdoors in the open 

air and if you could pray for the following LCM 

workers during one day of your holidays, it would be appreciated. 
 

Steve Dunn works in the Harold Hill area and he finds that the bench by 

the bus stop is a good place to meet various people. The Lord has brought 

about many amazing conversations in this location. Some of the people he 

has met have subsequently been to St Paul’s church. Please pray that the 

bus stop seat remains a place of worship and blessing. 
 

Carol McFarlane works on the Isle of Dogs. She, and a companion, sought 

time to explain God’s Grace to a Muslim man on his door-step. A young 

mum accepted a Bible, but her father took it for himself, as he saw it as a 

lifeline. The mum was given another copy of the Bible. Pray that she is 

encouraged in her outreach for the Lord. 
 

Andrew Gordon is located working in the Willesden area of London. He is 

a member of a team that, amongst other things, runs street book tables. 

This is exciting work and involves in the giving out of Christian 

Literature, Scriptures and Bibles. It gives him the opportunity to meet 

local people, on a regular basis. It is essential that the LCM keeps a 

presence within the local areas-such as sports centres, the library, the 

local hospital, or even sitting on a wall. A simple smile and a ‘Hello’ can 

often be effective in opening doors to the Gospel. Pray for him and the 

team that they may be effective, faithful and bold in serving the Lord. 
 

Ray Stokes is located in Becontree and is involved in outreach that has 

recently been started at Barking Market on Thursdays. One young man 

has recently come to faith. The outreach team also want to work in 

Barking on Fridays, and they have a vision to possibly find a centre there 

in which to start a coffee shop, run a Bible study or discussion group 

Please pray for him, and the group, as they consider how best to reach the 

Muslim women in the area. 
 

Acts 5:42 Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, 

they never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is 

the Christ. 
 

Peter Brown 



 

 

This month’s guide to encourage our partnership in prayer   
 

Through Septemberé 
 

On a SUNDAY pray for:  

 Those preaching, The Worship Group  

 The Sunday Youth Groups: Pebbles, The Rock , Rock Solid, Summit  
 

On a MONDAY pray for:  

 Pete & Cath, Bruce & Gisela, The Leadership Team, The Trustees  

 Our Fellowship , The Other churches in Chinnor  
 

On a TUESDAY pray for:  

 Those who work in mission  

 Rainbow Tots, Ladies and Menõs Groups and their leaders 

 The Chinnor  Schools, the Doctors Surgeries  
 

On a WEDNESDAY pray for:  

 Our  small- groups, and their  leaders  

 Those living away from home  
 

On a THURSDAY pray for:  

 The older members of the fellowship  

 Coffee Pot, Those living in Hempton Field  and other care homes  
 

On a FRIDAY pray for:  

 The children of the fellowship  

 Our Family Worker, After School Group  

 Friday Night Clubs and their leaders  
 

On a SATURDAY pray for:  

 Chinnor 

 Your neighbours  

 Your friends, family  
 

 



Double Looking 
 

As you step back from the stresses and pressures of everyday life for a bit this 

summer, why not have a go at ‘double looking’, as John Stott might have called it? 

Looking at the stuff of life and seeing what it tells you about the world and about 

God. 
 

You can do it with anything – a cream tea, a good book, a grain of sand, a blade of 

grass… 
 

The simpler the better, really, because it can get complex. Let’s start with that 

holiday classic, the ice cream cone. What does it tell us about the world? 
 

It tells us that we live in a world where it’s (at least sometimes) warm. It’s a world 

which can be navigated and in which we can communicate and coordinate harvesting 

and transporting sugar cane, milk, wheat and more to create ice cream and cones, 

and load them into a funny little van and drive them around to customers on the 

streets. Just think of how many people, languages, and nations are involved with 

just those three ingredients. Not to mention all the machines they operate, and the 

people who designed and made those machines, and the people who mined, refined, 

and moulded the parts for those machines… 
 

We live in an interconnected, collaborative, communicative world. 
 

And what does it tell us about God? It tells us that he is a God who loves pleasure. 

He didn’t have to create taste buds or milk or warm, sunny days. He could have put 

everything we needed for nutrition into water or created us to eat grass. Instead, he 

designed us with five senses that all contribute to the enjoyment of that simple 

delight. 
 

He made us in his creative image so we could explore what would happen if we 

mixed cream and sugar and froze them, and inventiveness to come up with a way of 

carrying the resulting product in a container that could also be eaten, leaving no 

waste. 
 

Elizabeth Barrett Browning once wrote, 

‘Earth’s crammed with heaven, 

And every common bush afire with God; 

But only he who sees, takes off his shoes, 

The rest sit round it and pluck blackberries.’ 
 

Our rest from the normal rhythms this summer might allow us to pay attention to 

the commonplace miracles around us. Let’s train our minds to see God’s glory in the 

ordinary so we can live well in the light of it throughout the year. 

 

Jennie Pollock 
LICC 

https://www.bartleby.com/236/86.html


 

CCC Coffee Pot and  

the Same Old Thing 
 

It was a delight when Angela presented 

us with a quiz. There should have been no problem with answering this 

one, as we had had all the questions before, although we did not know this 

at the beginning of the meeting. It was only when members started to 

complain how hard the questions were that this fact was revealed to us. 

[It was a good job that we had already been fortified with coffee and 

biscuits.] 

 

Who fell in love with Marje Bouvier in 1749? This was question one. 

Unfortunately history and reading were not the strong point of a couple of 

members, who mistook the date, which was thought to be 1794, but in 

reality was 1974. 

 

So Louis XIV was incorrect, as was Aristotle Onassis. The correct answer 

being Homer Simpson [whoever he is!]. 

 

In medicine, what do the letters CAT stand for? There followed a 

discussion on CAT scans, who had had what scan and the outcome of 

same, but only a few of our erudite members were aware that it stood fort 

Computerised Axial Tomography. It definitely was not a routine scan for 

cats in the vicinity of someone’s vegetable plot. 

 

So the morning continued, with the collective name for camels not being a 

train, herd or flock but a caravan. This enabled Joyce to know that the 

Battle of Culloden was fought outside the city of Inverness. Not just 

because of her Scottish heritage but she had been there in her caravan, 

the one towed by a car. Had we really had these questions before? Angela 

assured us that this was the case. So onward to ‘…quick brown foxes 

jumping over things…’ this being a well-known sentence that secretaries 

had to type in interviews, because it was the best known ‘pangram’, 

otherwise known as a holoalphabetic sentence, one that contains every 

letter of the alphabet. 

 

There were 25 questions that Angela set and which should have resulted 

in a maximum score of 25. In the group our maximum score was 10 and 

the minimum being 5. Memory pills are available at various outlets. 



Angela will bring us another quiz in the future, which we are looking 

forward to, so thank you Angela. 

 

In our epilogue, we were reminded that the a central verse in the Bible 

was to be found in Psalm 118 and verse 8, which says, “ It is better to 

trust in the LORD than to put confidence in man.” What a good thought; 

maybe we should try it. 

 

 

CCC Coffee Pot and an AM Soirée 
This was a morning soirée gathering rather than an evening one and it 

was led by Chris, who comes equipped with all sorts of wires, plugs, 

amplifiers and a guitar, plus piles of sheet music in no particular order. As 

one of our members said, “Chris has a repertoire of good meaningful songs 

and poems, coupled with other well-known tunes.” 

 

Chris has been in the musical entertainment area for many years now. He 

has played in various venues from the Thame Show to, currently, four 

pubs in the local area. He specialises in Gospel music, with a smattering 

of the secular variety thrown in for good measure, as we experiences at 

this session. 

 

He started with a song that he wrote about forty-years ago that he 

thought he had lost. He then quoted from the gospel of Luke by remarking 

‘…that which was lost is found…’** the song was entitled, ‘Have you ever 

heard a million people cry?’ It was a remarkable song that stirred people’s 

emotions. Sometimes we live a sheltered life, not realising what else is 

going on in the world. He followed on with a John Denver song, which 

some members joined in with their heavenly voices, echoing the words 

‘…West Virginia…country road…take me home…’ around the room. Again 

the emotions were stirred. These emotions were felt again with the 

rendering of the modern hymn/chorus, ‘Jesus, be the centre; be the fire in 

my heart and the wind in my sails.’ Gospel songs have a powerful message 

and influence people, not only in the Village Centre, but all over the 

world. 

 

Chris continued with a poem that he had written, entitled, “Why Me?” It 

related to a man sitting on the pavement with his feet in the gutter, it was 

raining, maybe he had been affected by drugs, maybe his homelessness 

was caused by medical, financial or family circumstances. The question, 

‘Why me?’ echoed through the poem. People were passing quickly by, no 



one was listening or even caring. Whose responsibility is he? He is not my 

responsibility. He is not my responsibility, it’s his own. Or is it ours? 

 

He continued with the song, “I'm forgiven because You were forsaken. I'm 

accepted, You were condemned, I am alive and well, Your spirit is within 

me, 'Cause You died and rose again.” 

 

Chris finished with the answer Jesus gave Nicodemus, in response to a 

question he asked. 

 

Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God 

unless he is born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the 

Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You 

must be born again.’” “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. To which 

Jesus replies, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 

Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” 

[John Chpt.3] 

 

**Luke 15 v9 

 

 

 

 

CCC Coffee Pot’s Strawberry Fayre 
The holiday season is upon us, or was when this article was written, and 

some people were sick of the sight of strawberries, but not us lot at our 

annual feast laid on by Sue and her crew at the Village Centre. 

 

Ken and Rosemary [or Rosemary and Ken] were with us for the morning 

again. The great team that they are concocted for us an adventure 

through time entitled ‘Coffee Pot Purée’ in the form of a quiz, plus a 

meaningful Christian epilogue. This was a quiz, through a series of slides, 

based on ‘what you see [or hear] is what it is’. The first question was a 

tune, which most of us recognised as ‘Are you going to Strawberry Fayre?’, 

that well known song sung by Simon & Garfunkel, which was apt for our 

morning meeting. Unfortunately, the song tune was actually ‘Are you 

going to Scarborough Fair?’ Football came into view with a question on 

Chelsea and what song did this team represent? The answer was BLUE. 

Mind you, various colours turned up on some of the answer sheets, 

including ‘Somewhere over the Rainbow’. This would enable an option of 

colours from which to choose the correct one. ‘Somewhere over the 



Rainbow’ was the answer to a previous question that asked us, ‘Which 

Bible character does this relate to? That, of course, was Noah, and God’s 

promise that never again will the waters become a flood to destroy all life. 

[Genesis 9:15]. Football again, with, what popular anthem has been sung 

at FA Cup Finals since 1929? ‘Abide with me’ scored the point, but sport is 

not the best subject for some. Rugby, more sport! Apart from churches, 

what hymn is usually sung at the beginning of Welsh Rugby Matches, was 

not ‘Onward, Christian Soldiers’ or ‘Men of Harlych’ nor ‘Land of my 

Fathers’ but ‘Guide me, O Though Great Jehovah.’ Well, well, fancy that! 

 

A pop song next. The music was from the last millennium, 1978 in fact, 

and it was sung by Boney M. It was first recorded, in 1970, by the well-

known group, The Melodeons, and featured on the sound track of the film, 

‘The Harder They Come’. Now, what was that song!!! Ah yes. ‘By the 

waters of Babylon.. No, wrong, as was the answer ‘By the river of 

Babylon.’ Psalm 137 translation in the King James version of the Bible 

was the only one that gained any points for "By the rivers of Babylon". Not 

‘waters‘, not ‘river’ but ‘rivers’ Plural! 

 

We finished the morning by recognising the slide that represented ‘The 

Old Rugged Cross, and which we sung, with meaning and feeling. As far 

as marks are concerned, some did well, some did very well, and some not 

so well, but Viv and Jean plus Leslie and Sandy did exceedingly well. So 

well done 

 

At the end of a good morning, we were reminded that it is through the 

cross that we can be redeemed, for Jesus said, “No one comes to the 

Father except through me.” 

 

Thank you again, Rosemary and Ken [or is Ken and Rosemary?] another 

‘well done’. 

 

Peter Brown 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The second “Silver Harmony 2019” was well attended and even better than 2018 we 

had more Guests and everyone seemed to have a really enjoyable day, one of the 

ladies asked if we did it on a regular basis, I think some of the visitors would have 

put their names down for next year before they went home, we had a good range of 

activities 
 

Including flower arranging, making bookmarks, colouring the 

pattern in, origami, decorating coasters, tea-light containers 

and making small animals out of E cloths. 

A very good time was had by all. 

Angela Martin 
 

It's been an honour for me to "step-in" and supervise, with 

happy-helpers; for "the hedgehogs-making" table. The ladies 

and gentlemen, who attended, enjoyed the craft of folding 

pages of old books and amazed and delighted with the result 

of efforts. One spouse/carer was thrilled to see that her 

husband was still able to follow instructions n made his own 

hedgehog. A great day out for all! Praise the Lord! 

Pearly  Mullard 
 

I arrived in good time to set up and there were already three 

people there eagerly waiting for the start. So many people 

came up to me at the end of the day to say how much they 

had enjoyed themselves and could they come again next year? 

Diane Carver 
 

A hub of happy chat met me when I went to Silver Harmony 

mid-afternoon on both days. Everyone was happy and had 

lot's to tell me when asked as they were being shown into the 

church for a sing-a-long with me. I absolutely loved the entire 

45/60mins with these wonderful people. It was a hoot really. 

They sang their hearts out, clapped along, smiled, listened 

when I chatted, and I learnt various things from them when they chatted back to me. 

A good old sing-a-long knees up in a way. They listened intently when I spoke about 

my relationship with Jesus and what he means to me and quickly learnt some 

church songs which I'd included. All with a smile and a seemingly desire to know 

more. They were a delight and an encouragement to me. Amazing, wonderful.  

Jan Osborne 



During the summer school holidays clubs, sports events and the like are normally 

arranged and organised for school aged children which tends to leave other age 

groups out of the equation. However, Silver Harmony is for the more senior end of 

the age range, those who don’t/can’t go away during the holidays. It is a time to get 

together to have fun, enjoy each other’s company, learn something new, meet new 

friends. 
 

This year the above proved to be no exception. Fun, laughter 

and sheer surprise at what could be done with a bit of 

guidance–making animals out of micro cloths was my domain 

and it proved popular, a simple but effective craft. Rolling a 

piece of micro cloth, adding accessories to enhance the finished 

article in vibrant colours of green, yellow, white, orange. You 

could see the enjoyment, satisfaction and pride on people’s 

faces as the chosen animal developed. Safely tucked away in 

their bags, they took their new furry friends home. There was 

a variety of other crafts that were enjoyed as well during the 

morning – flower arranging, hedgehog making with books, 

bookmarks, colouring and glass painting. 
 

The afternoon event of a short sketch, short talk and short songs were also enjoyed 

the conclusion - roll on 2020 for another Silver Harmony. 

Jean Sutcliffe 
 
Silver Harmony 2019 is a holiday at home for those over 55 years in our community. 

It’s an opportunity to get out, meet new people, and have some fun from 10.00 am – 

2.30 pm for one of the two days it runs. However, we would be unable to run this 

event without our wonderful volunteers so a big shout out to them with thanks for 

our second successful year. This year, we increased our numbers by a third and were 

able to host guests from Hempton Field Care Home, Chinnor, Stokenchurch, Thame, 

Kingston Blount and Haddenham. Our activities included, hedgehog letter racks, 

glass painting, flower arranging, modelling animals using micro cloths, word wheel, 

making bookmarks and coasters. Big thank you to Sue and Kim in the kitchen, 

Pastor Pete and Jean for their story telling and Jan on keyboard for playing a 

selection of old-time music and hymns for our sing-along. If you would like to be 

involved, please look out for the August 2020 dates. 

Viv Haywood 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Summer Term in the Rock 
The Rock have had a great summer term following the travels of Elijah. 

We have looked at how, through Elijah, God showed his power in 1 Kings: 

 

 Power to Provide: by giving oil and flour to the widow and her son to 

make food whilst there was a drought 

 Power to Amaze: by lighting a wet alter in front of the prophets of 

Baal to prove his existence 

 Power to Protect: even when Elijah wanted to give up, God showed he 

would protect him on Mount Sinai and he was not alone 

 Power to Judge: Ahab and Jezebel thought no one could do anything 

about their wickedness until God proved them wrong 

 

We can show the power of God in our lives when we put our trust in him 

and let him show us the way. 

 

We finished the term looking at the Wonders of God which are all around 

us. Whilst listening to Psalm 148 being read, we asked the children to 

draw as many of the things that they heard in the Psalm that God has 

made. Look at their pictures and read Psalm 148. How many things can  

you find in some of their pictures? 

 

 

 

We then set the children a task for the Summer holidays. Some will be 

going on holiday, some visiting friends and family, some having days out; 

but whatever they are doing the wonders of God are all around them. 

They made Creation Passports so that they can log all of the Wonders of 

God in the world around them that they see over the summer.   

 



Why don’t you make yourself a Creation Passport and see how much you 

can see? 

 

If you would like to know more about the Rock, speak with Anna, Jo or 

Fiona L, or come and visit us in the Reading Rooms. 

 

Jo Wootton 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



In Memory of our friend Evelyn Kerr and her friend, Kay Hazlewood 

[Also known as the ‘DYNAMIC DUO’] 

From a CCC Coffee Pot HOT SEAT on the 21 May 2015 

 

You missed a treat on Thursday morning when the DYNAMIC DUO took over the 

meeting from our [semi-] permanent MC. Kay became the ‘interviewer’ and Evelyn 

became the ‘interviewee.’ An excellent dialogue then began between the two of them 

which led to a lot laughter, fun and a great interest in a life well lived. Kay and 

Evelyn turned out to be a great team as they worked together, obviously enjoying 

themselves as they entertained us. Some of the events in Evelyn’s life follow. 
 

Evelyn became a one day expert at Para Gliding at the age of 60! She visited 

Buckingham Palace when she accompanied her husband, Tom, when he became a 

CB. 
 

She was an accomplished water skier and also the boat driver, towing other skiers. 

Her husband would water-ski on one ski after casting the other adrift and it was 

Evelyn’s job to recover that single ski from the vast waters of Lake Garda. Whilst 

she loved Italy, she also enjoyed travelling to other countries, such as Alaska, China, 

Mexico and India plus the odd aeroplane flight over Nepal to view Mount Everest. It 

was only a small aircraft and she and her husband had to sit at the rear of the 

aircraft to give the correct weight distribution. Tom blamed Evelyn because she was 

overweight! Really? [Kay managed to elucidate from Evelyn that Tom could be ’a 

cheeky man at times’.]  
 

Evelyn was born in Newark, Nottinghamshire over 90 years ago in a house that, 

because of the window tax, had windows blocked up and painted to look like 

windows. The house is still there to this day. There was a well in the kitchen and the 

house was also very good for playing ‘hide and seek’ in, although not down the well. 

One day a lorry fell through the road outside of the house, the result of which a 

secret tunnel was discovered that led from the Priory opposite, to the local church.  
 

On her first day at school she discovered that using a sand tray to do figures and 

letters was a waste of time and she decided not to go again. Unfortunately her 

parents would not allow this to happen, so she continued at school until the age of 

seventeen and a half, having obtained a scholarship to be at the Girls High School. It 

was at a sixth form dance that she met her future husband, Tom. Evelyn was a sub-

prefect at the time and Tom wanted to know what a lowly sub-prefect was doing 

there. He went to the dance with another girl except that he took Evelyn home-BUT 

only after paying one of his friends 5/- [25 pence in today’s money, but a lot more in 

1940 something or other]. Thus began a relationship that led to a long and happy 

marriage. What is next for Evelyn? Bungee jumping! 
 

Peter Brown 
 

Ps.We now know that as Evelyn, who walked uprightly with her Lord, entered into 

peace with Him and has found rest.  
 

So now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in every way. 

The Lord be with all of us. 



 
 

We collect things for the shoeboxes, we wrap the boxes, we fill them and 

before they leave CCC we PRAY for them. So —————? 

 

A young girl in Mexico was invited to go to a shoebox distribution, and 

although her mother wasn’t too happy about this at first, she finally 

agreed, and took her daughter to the event. The young girl attended 

barefooted, she had to go everywhere like this as she had no shoes. She 

received a box and when she opened it the first thing she saw was a pair 

of shoes together with some socks. They were just the right size for her! 

When her mother saw this her eyes filled with tears, she had never seen 

her daughter in shoes before. Subsequently they accepted Jesus as their 

Saviour and they now both regularly attend the Church that had invited 

them to the distribution event. 

 

The one thing we have no control over is which box finally goes to which 

child - but you see that doesn’t matter. We PRAYED and God always 

answers. 

 

I hope I won’t bore you if I say we will continue to collect soaps, flannels 

and toys for the next couple of months - but they are the things we are 

short of! It will soon be time to wrap boxes, so if you want an excuse to buy 

some new shoes ladies this is your chance! If you really don’t think you 

should, perhaps you could call in the shoe shop and ask if they have any 

empty boxes they want to get rid of. They are used to us doing this and 

quite happy to give them to us. 

 

Thank you once again for all you do for OCC. 

Lots of love, 

 

Pam D xx 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Henry  
 

At the end of September Cath and two members of staff from the Red Kite 

Family Centre and I will be running and supporting some young families 

through the HENRY Programme at CCC. 

 

The HENRY programme is for parents or carers of children aged 0-5 years 

old. 

 

Every parent wants the best for their children, but with so much 

conflicting advice it can be hard to know what to do for the best, especially 

in the early years. 

 

The programme includes: Parenting confidence; Physical activity for little 

ones; Healthy eating; and Lifestyle. It runs over 8 weeks and is free for 

families to attend. It will be running on Monday lunchtimes from 12-2pm . 

 

Cath and I will be there to build relationships with these families (and we 

will be running a crèche for those who need it). We will introduce them to 

Rainbow Tots, Call in for Coffee and other groups and family life at CCC. 

 

Please pray that: 

 The families and children that attend will feel comfortable coming 

into CCC as they may not have been into a church before. 

 The parents/carers trust us with their children if they use the crèche 

facility and the children are happy and settled. 

 If we need more helpers in the crèche that God will provide those 

willing to serve. 

 The wonderful partnership between CCC and the Red Kite Family 

centre continues so that we can jointly support many more young 

families in Chinnor and the local area. 

 These families and many more will come to know how much God 

loves and cares for them and that they will become part of our church 

family. 

 

Thank You 

God Bless 

Kim Hopgood 

 



Guess Who? 
 

I’ve asked some members of our fellowship some questions, can you guess 

who they are from the clues given. Here is the first one. They will all be 

involved in working with our youth. Answer next month. 

 

1. Where were you born?    Hillingdon Hospital, Middlesex 

2. What is your favourite colour? 

Probably purple, but bright colours make me feel happy 

3. How long have you been at CCC?     12 years 

And can you give us a clue to the youth group you work with. 

I have tried my hand at many things: Pebbles, Acorns (FN@6), Rock, 
Worship Team and Rainbow Tots 

4. What are your hobbies? 

I've tried many things from line dancing and cross stitching to 
swimming and running. These days I prefer to be sat with a good book, 
watching a film or listening to music when I have the time. 

5. Where do you spend most of your Mondays? 

Usually sat behind a desk in my office 

6. Who is your favourite character from the Bible? 

I love the stories of Ruth who never put her own happiness ahead of her 
family and trusted God to lead her through life. 

7. What sort of dwelling do you live in? 

A happy and busy one with lots of love and laughter 

8. What is your favourite food? 

Now that's a tough question but I would say a good lamb roast dinner! 

9. Do you have brothers and sisters?    Two older sisters 

10. If you were on a desert island and were allowed one luxury item 

(remembering you already have a Bible and the complete works of 

Shakespeare) what would it be?  

I would definitely need some factor 50SPF sun cream to stop being 
burnt to a crisp, although these days my glasses would also useful to be 
able to read the Bible and complete works of Shakespeare! 



 

 

Maths Puzzles 

To try on someone else! 
 

1. Write down the number 5 on a piece of paper and hide it. 

 Ask someone to think of a number between 1 and 100 

 Ask them to times it by 4 

 Add 12 

 Times that number by 2 

 Add 16 

 Divide that number by 8 

 Take off the first number they thought of 

 Show them your piece of paper the answer should be 5! 

 

 

2. Using a calculator ask a person to put in their shoe size 

 Times that by 5 

 Add 50 

 Times that number by 20 

 Add 1019 if you have had your birthday and 1018 if not 

 Take away the year you were born 

 The answer should be 3 numbers, the first your shoe size and 

the second 2 your age! 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwilk6vZ_KXkAhUNWBoKHeTmBLEQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://www.casio.co.uk/products/calculators/desk-calculators/product/?v%3DDF-120BM-S-EH&psig=AOvVaw3DaCRXkS7WKxsiJ0TDjC0W&ust=1567095725306895


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for your Diary  
 

Sep 02   CLT 

Sep 03   The Bridge 8pm  

Sep 04   Call in for Coffee 10 -11am 

  Daytime Group  2pm 

  Small Groups 8pm 

Sep 05   Food For Thought 9am  

  Coffee Pot 10.30am  

  Prayer for Israel 1.30pm  

Sep 06   FN@6 and FN@ 7 

Sep 07   Evelyn Kerrõs Funeral 10.45 

Amersham and 1pm at CCC 

Sep 08   BBQ and Walk  

Sep 09   Autism Group 9am  

Sep 10  The Journey 11am (VC) 

Sep 11  Call in for Coffee 10 -11am 

Sep 12  Prayer for Israel 1.30pm  

  After School Club 3.15pm  

Sep 16  CLT Prayer 

Sep 17  The Bridge 8pm  

Sep 18  Call in for Coffee 10 -11am 

  Daytime Group  2pm 

  Small Groups 8pm 

Sep 19  Food For Thought 9am  

  Coffee Pot 10.30am  

  Prayer for Israel 1.30pm  

Sep 20   FN@6 and FN@ 7 

Sep 24   The Journey 11am (VC) 

Sep 25   Call in for Coffee 10 -11am 

Sep 26   Prayer for Israel 1.30pm  

  After School Club 3.15pm  

  Trustees Meeting  

Sep 30   Henry Course 12-2pm 

 

 

See www.chinnor.org.uk for more info  

If you have any articles 

for the next Connect they 

need to be in by  

22 September 2019  

 

Sunday Services 
 

Café Church 9.00am - 9.45am 
Morning Service 10.45am to 12.15pm 

 

Chinnor Community Church 
High Street, Chinnor, Oxon OX39 4DH 

 

 

Coffee Pot  
September 5 th  and 19 th   

 

At the Village Centre  

From 10.30am  

 

Rainbow Tots  
 

Tuesdays (Term Time)  
 

9am at CCC  

 

FN@6 and 7  
September 6 th  and 20 th  

 

 

Small Groups  
See group leaders for info  

 

http://www.chinnor.org.uk/


More Dates for Your Diary  

And things for you to pray for … 
 

 

BBQ and Walk       Sunday 8 September  

 3pm at Chinnor Post Office to walk, or 4pm at Kiln Lakes play park  

 

Henry Course for young families   Mondays 12-2pm from 30 September  

 

CCCõs AGM      Saturday 12 October 3pm  

 

Samaritans Purse Coffee Morning   Saturday 2 November  

 10am - 2.30pm Coffee or lunch, crafts and Christmas shopping  

 

Dr John Andrews at CCC     Saturday 16 November  

 

Chinnor Passion Play      Saturday 25 April 2020  

 

 

__________________________________________________________ 
 

 

HOUSE OF PRAYER 
 

òIf we would understand the potential power of our prayers, 

we would be on our knees a hundred times a day and ask Him  for  

things that would turn the world upside downó 
Brother Andrew 

 

Prayer for Israel 

 Thursdays 1.30pm at 14 Hill Farm Court 

 

 

The Bridge is our mid-week prayer experience group which meets to seek 

the presence of God and exalt His name. We are focused entirely on 

seeking the Lord’s presence through prayer, worship and prophetic 

gifting. 

 First and Third Tuesdays 8.00 - 9pm in the hall 
 

 

 



CCC Services September 2019 
God’s will for such a time: 
 

Sunday 1st September 

Cafe Church  9:00-9:45am 
 

Morning Service 10:45am How is God’s will done in me 

- David Morgan 

 (This service includes communion. For those involved in the worship 

team and youth work this is available at 10.30am) 

 

Sunday 8th September 

Cafe Church  9:00-9:45am 

Morning Service 10.45am How is God’s will done in my family 

    - Bruce Crawforth 

 

Sunday 15th September 

Cafe Church  9:00-9:45am 

Morning Service 10:45am How is God’s will done in my local church 

- Pastor Pete 

 

Sunday 22nd September 

Cafe Church  9:00-9:45am 

Morning Service 10:45am How is God’s will done in my community 

    - Steve Ludlow 

 

Sunday 29th September 

Cafe Church  9:00-9:45am 

Morning Service 10:45am How is God’s will done in my nation 

- Pastor Pete 

 

Sunday 6th October 

Cafe Church  9:00-9:45am 
 

Morning Service 10:45am  

(This service includes communion. For those involved in the worship team 

and youth work this is available at 10.30am) 
 

 

 

 

 



Dr John Andrews at Chinnor Community Church  

Saturday 16th of November 2019 - 10am – 1pm 
 

Dr John Andrews is a leader, teacher, motivator and author.  Though 

called to the UK, John has ministered in over 30 nations of the world with 

a passion to equip and inspire leaders as well as empower followers of 

Jesus into effective lifestyle and service.  John has been in full-time 

Church leadership since 1987.  

 

Endorsements 
'Dr John Andrews has been a tremendous blessing to the churches of 
Singapore, equipping and inspiring people in ways that can be understood 
across ages and cultures. A man of conviction and clarity, his preaching 
and teaching ministry intertwine theology with personal testimonies to 
demonstrate the power and relevance of Spirit-centred faith.'  Rev 
Dominic Yeo - General Superintendent, Assemblies of God of 
Singapore/Senior Pastor, Trinity Christian Centre 
 
‘Rarely do you come across a leader, author and communicator all in the 
one body!  Not only does John combine all these skills, but he tops all his 
talents by being an authentic and likable person.  Simply put - I love to 
hear him teach, be around his leadership and most of all, just enjoy his 
company - I cannot recommend him highly enough!’  Andrew McCourt -
 Senior Pastor, Bayside Church, California 
 
'Dr John loves God, loves life and loves the Bible.  His passion to teach the 
Word is infectious and his ability to teach the Word incredible.  He never 
brings less than his best – opening the Bible to strengthen, challenge, 
inspire, equip, engage and encourage God’s people.  Martin and Esther 
Storey - Senior Leaders, CLM, Coventry 
 
John Andrews is a gifted and anointed teacher and his deep love of God’s 
Word, refined communication skills and the way he lives daily life 
continue to help thousands of believers every year to grow in their 
application of Biblical wisdom. We have seen first-hand his ministry at 
home and in other nations and are so grateful to partner with him.  Tim 
and Helen Roberts - Senior Leaders, Wellspring Church, Watford 
 
‘We love John Andrews. He's the real deal. He comes regularly to speak at 
the church I pastor in Singapore, and also at the Bible College of Wales in 



Swansea, where he lectures each term. The students absolutely love him, 
and his transparency and vulnerability has often left us in tears. I will not 
hesitate to recommend him, that's for sure.’  Rev Yang Tuck Yoong - 
Senior Pastor, Cornerstone, Singapore/Chairman, Bible College of Wales, 
Swansea 
 
Don’t miss this amazing day with Dr John Andrews at Chinnor 

Community Church.  Saturday 16th of November 2019.  The day is open to 

all and free of charge.  Books and resources will be available to buy. 

 

 

10am – Welcome and drinks 

10:30am – Session 1 

11:30am – Drinks and snack break 

12noon – Session 2 

1pm – close 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Who’s Who at  

 
 
 

Our Leadership Team: 
Pete Walley (Pastor) 
Bruce Crawforth (Elder) 
Will Austin (Christians Together) 
Ann Long (Missions) 
Janine Adams (Evangelical Alliance) 
Sophia Botchway (Treasurer) 
Viv Haywood (Administrator/Premises 
 
 
Our Trustees 
Susie Kelsey (Chair) 
Steve Ludlow 
 
 
Small Group Leaders: 
Ann Long & Janine Adams 
Viv Adams (Daytime) 
Sarah Mak (Food for Thought) 
Jean Sutcliffe (Daytime) 
Barbara Francis 
Viv & John Haywood 
Susie Kelsey 
Steve & Fiona Ludlow 
Jean Sutcliffe & Ian Swaffield 
 
 
Youth Work:  
Sundays: 
Pebbles (Under 5s): Barbara Francis 
The Rock (Yrs 2-6): Anna Chalk 
Rock Solid (Yrs 7-9): Jean Sutcliffe 
Summit (Yrs 10-13): Zoe Powell 
 
Fridays: 
FN@6 (Yrs 2-6): 6-7.15pm 
  Gail Roberts / Viv & John Haywood 
FN@7 (Yrs 7-9): 7-9pm 
  Ian & Shane Swaffield 

 
The Bridge: Steve Kelsey 
 
The Journey: via the Church Office 
 
Rainbow Tots: Sarah Mak 
 
Teens Tuesday Group: Zoe Powell 
 
Men’s Own: Peter Hopgood 
 
CCC Coffee Pot: Peter Brown 
 
Ladies Nights: Kim Hopgood, Sarah Mak, 
Anna Chalk 
 
Tear Fund Rep: John Gravett 
 
Evangelical Alliance Rep: Janine Adams 
 
Christian Aid via the Church Office 
  
Samaritans Purse – Pam Dunn 
 
CCC Bookshop: Pam Dunn 
 
Health and Safety: Bruce Crawforth 
 
Child Protection: Jo Wootton &  
Anna Chalk 
 
Family Worker: Kim Hopgood 
familyworkerccc@gmail.com  
07480334617 (9am - 5pm only) 
 
Connect Editor: Barbara Francis 
b.francis@btinternet.com 
 
Contact Details: 
Church Administrator/Premises: 
Viv Haywood 01844 352938 
chinnorcommunitychurch@gmail.com 

 
 
CCC Prayer Chain operates 7 days a week 
from 9am – 9pm. If you have a prayer need 
and want it to go onto the chain, contact: 
Angela Martin on 01844 344945 or 
Viv Haywood on 01844 355935 or 
Sheila Gravett on 01844 353138. 

mailto:familyworkerccc@gmail.com

