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There’s a question that Jesus put to his disciples while they were at 

Caesarea Philippi.  “Who do you say I am”, he asked (Matthew 16:15). 

 

As you also think about that question this Easter time, read Isaiah 53, and 

consider ‘the suffering servant’. 

 

Grace and peace to you, 

 

Pastor Pete 
 
 
1 Who has believed our message 

    and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 
2 He grew up before him like a tender shoot, 

    and like a root out of dry ground. 

He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, 

    nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 
3 He was despised and rejected by mankind, 

    a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. 

Like one from whom people hide their faces 

    he was despised, and we held him in low esteem. 

4 Surely he took up our pain 

    and bore our suffering, 

yet we considered him punished by God, 

    stricken by him, and afflicted. 
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, 

    he was crushed for our iniquities; 

the punishment that brought us peace was on him, 

    and by his wounds we are healed. 
6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 

    each of us has turned to our own way; 

and the LORD has laid on him 

    the iniquity of us all. 

7 He was oppressed and afflicted, 

    yet he did not open his mouth; 

he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, 



    and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, 

    so he did not open his mouth. 
8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away. 

    Yet who of his generation protested? 

For he was cut off from the land of the living; 

    for the transgression of my people he was punished.  
9 He was assigned a grave with the wicked, 

    and with the rich in his death, 

though he had done no violence, 

    nor was any deceit in his mouth. 

10 Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, 

    and though the LORD makes his life an offering for sin, 

he will see his offspring and prolong his days, 

    and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand. 
11 After he has suffered, 

    he will see the light of life and be satisfied; 

by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, 

    and he will bear their iniquities. 
12 Therefore I will give him a portion among the great,  

    and he will divide the spoils with the strong,  

because he poured out his life unto death, 

    and was numbered with the transgressors. 

For he bore the sin of many,  

    and made intercession for the transgressors. 

 

Isaiah 53 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Tearfund News 
 

 

 

 

Faith and fear in the field 

Over the last year we have been sharing urgent prayer requests about the increasing 

violence in the Sahel region of West Africa. Our teams across this region continue to 

serve people in need and want to share their thanks for holding them in your prayers. 

One of the main factors behind the increasing violence is food insecurity – driven in 

part by the coronavirus pandemic and the worsening droughts and floods caused by 

the climate crisis. 

 

Environment of fear 

Our teams in this region – in Mali, Niger, Burkina Faso and Chad – face the same 

threats of violence that are forcing people from their homes. Ambushes, kidnappings 

and car jackings happen regularly. Roads and bridges are often targeted by armed 

groups, making it difficult to reach people in need. In Mali, there are many landmines: 

small explosives usually buried or left on the side of the road, many of which were left 

over from previous conflicts. 

 

‘Our families are continually exposed to either death or a risk of disability due to a 

mine explosion,’ shares Albertine Togo Saye, part of our team in Mali. ‘The big concern 

for us as at Tearfund and for our partner organisations when we go to the project sites. 

Therefore, we commit ourselves to God every day before setting out to the field.’ 

 

Holding firm to fait 

‘We are aware of the daily dangers involved in our work,’ says Seid Zebe, who leads 

Tearfund’s work in Mali. ‘By looking at the heroes of faith in the Bible and those who 

brought us the gospel, we see that they have overcome multiple challenges and they 

continue to be role models to us. 

 

‘Without faith and a firm conviction that Christ died and rose again, it is impossible 

to survive in such an environment. Our only recourse is the Lord Jesus Christ. As 

Psalms 20:7 declares: “Some trust in chariots and some in horses but we trust in the 

name of the Lord our God.”’ 

 

Please pray 

During what’s normally considered a working day, set some time aside to pray. Or, 

during the evening, consider lighting a candle to pray for our team’s plans for the 

following day. As you do this, pray for the safety of our staff and partners as well as 

the communities we serve, and for peace in the Sahel region. 

 



When perseverance pays off 

Every day, Gloria has to walk for miles to collect safe drinking water for her family. 

Hundreds of people from her small village in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) 

have to do the same. 

 

‘Water is the number-one problem in my community,’ says Gloria*. ‘The distance to 

the closest water source is 45 minutes for an able man, or more likely an hour for the 

women and children. It is often the women and children who collect the water.’ For 

years Gloria has been representing her village as the president of her village 

development committee. She has repeatedly asked local authorities to help the village 

get access to clean and safe water. However, Gloria’s requests went unanswered – 

until now. 

 

A joyful day 

Tearfund has been working in the DRC to provide clean water for communities. We 

responded to Gloria’s request, and installed a borehole, which allows people to draw 

up water from the ground with a solar-powered pump. Gloria watched as Tearfund 

staff drilled deep into the ground to find water. Children quickly gathered round, 

enthralled by the process. When water suddenly shot out of the pipe several metres in 

the air, the children screamed and jumped with excitement. 

 

It is largely thanks to Gloria’s continued efforts that this happy day has finally arrived. 

She spoke up for her community, and she refused to give up until she saw 

breakthrough. Now, she will lead the way in ensuring that the borehole is looked after 

properly by her community. 

 

A new way of living 

Gloria’s community no longer has to walk long distances to collect water. It’s also easy 

for them to protect themselves from the spread of diseases with this new water source. 

‘We have advocated to the local authorities many times to increase our supply of water, 

but Tearfund is the first one to help us,’ says Gloria. ‘This will be good for our children 

and future generations.’ 

 

Please pray 

Dear God, 

Thank you for women like Gloria who are courageously speaking up for their 

communities. Thank you that her village now has access to safe water. We lift up all 

those who still live far away from a source of clean water, and ask that their needs will 

soon be met. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen. 

 

Making a tent your home 

They may be safe from conflict, but there are many other challenges that mothers and 

caregivers face when raising children in refugee camps and settlements. Two mothers 

share their experiences about what it’s like living in a tent. 

Najwa from Syria 

 



‘Our whole lives fell apart… there is nothing left of our homes and our land,’ says 

Najwa* about the Syrian conflict, which marks its sombre tenth anniversary on 

Monday. Najwa is one of the 6.6 million people who fled the country because of the 

violence. 

 

Najwa, her husband and their three children live with her husband’s family in a one-

roomed tent in Lebanon. ‘Anytime it rains we have water inside the tent. During 

winter, we really suffer from the cold – the children are freezing.’ Tearfund’s local 

church partner is supporting the family with monthly parcels, which include food, milk 

and nappies. They also supplied the family with mattresses and blankets. ‘Our dream 

is still that things will get better [in Syria], so we can go back to our country and our 

families.’ 

 

Abeer from Iraq 

‘We just fled for our survival… We were crying and afraid,’ shares Abeer about 

escaping ISIS. 

 

Abeer lives with her husband and their four children in a camp for displaced people in 

Iraq. They arrived with nothing but the clothes on their backs. Living in a tent is hard: 

water and mud comes in, which interferes with the small heater, and risks setting the 

tent on fire. But without using the heater, the family will freeze. ‘The help I received 

[from Tearfund] meant I could get clothes for the children. Without those things, we 

wouldn’t have had enough to get by… When we receive this kind of help, we feel like 

there is someone taking care of us.’ 

 

Please pray 

Loving God, 

Thank you for mothers and carers around the world who are doing everything they 

can to raise children and keep them safe. In a year that has been so tough – where 

families have been kept apart due to conflict, coronavirus and disasters – please 

comfort them, provide for them and help them to flourish. We pray for the dreams they 

have – for themselves and their family’s future. Bring peace where there is conflict, 

healing where there is illness, and protection where there are disasters. 

Amen. 

 
*Name changed to protect identity 

 

John Gravett 
Tearfund Representative 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

London City Mission 
 

 
 

The L C M and a change of direction.  

Graham Miller is the Chief Executive of the London City Mission. 

Graham came to London City Mission in 2013 from working as a missionary in 

China Continued from last month. 

 

NARROW FOCUS 

Filled with the same kind of urgency that drove LCM’s founder David Nasmith 

in 1835, London City Mission has recently reviewed everything it was doing and 

made some tough decisions in favour of the work that most clearly focused on 

sharing the gospel with the least reached in partnership with churches. Work 

such as the chaplaincies on the railway were handed on to other organisations 

that specialised in this ministry ‘It was good work, and it has flourished since 

we handed it over,’ Graham says. ‘But we just hadn’t got time to do everything 

in the face of such urgent need to get the gospel out.’ Of all the opportunities to 

do good, LCM centres on sharing the gospel, and the focus will 

 

For a quick short-term impact, it’s easier and more effective to go it alone – 

there’s less time always be on those who are least likely to otherwise hear that 

message of good news: those in deprived communities, from other faiths, or who 

remain on the edge of society. 

 

INSIDE OUT 

Going forward we want to see all our missionaries do working alongside churches 

Rather than each missionary doing their own work, every team of missionaries 

will focus on building up teams of believers in local churches to go with them: 

drawing others into the work of personal evangelism, supporting, giving on-the-

job training and releasing people to carry on the work without continuous 

support. When churches lead in evangelism, people who turn to Jesus are saved 

into a community and family where they can be nurtured and discipled in their 

faith. The challenge is to support the maximum number of churches so that they 

have confidence to look beyond missionaries as the answer to the ministry needs. 

Continued next month. 

 
Peter Brown 
 



An overview of the history of Bible Translation 

*** David Morgan writes: This is the last in my current series of articles, it is also the most 

disturbing. Colonial and racist attitudes have often dogged the missionary enterprise, perhaps 

most blatantly between 1870 and 1970. The remarkable thing is that God’s purposes triumph 

in the end, but the stories in getting there are not always the happiest. We need to learn from 

them and also display honesty.  *** 

You can read my full article at https://www.wycliffe.org.uk/stories/translation-history/. 

 

SAMUEL AJAYI CROWTHER – a translation trailblazer 

Dr Samuel Ajayi Crowther was the first African bishop in the Anglican Church and the 

first African Bible translator of the modern era. 

 

In 1889, the 80-year-old Crowther celebrated 25 years as bishop. Yet just a few years 

later, when the World Missionary Conference opened in 1910, there was not one 

African amongst all the missionaries gathered in Edinburgh. Plans were drawn up to 

‘carry the Gospel to all the non-Christian world’, but those plans apparently did not 

acknowledge that in most areas of church growth on the African continent, the vast 

majority of missionaries were black. For example, in 1906, the Church Mission Society 

(CMS) had 8,850 missionaries known at the time as ‘native agents’ compared to 975 

‘European missionaries’. 

 

Widely known as a gentle, modest man, Crowther was responsible for successfully 

opening up the Niger to the gospel as a missionary bishop for CMS. He employed a 

compelling dialogue approach, using local languages and the Scriptures. Indeed, he 

translated the entire Bible into Yoruba (spoken mainly in West Africa, including 

Crowther’s home in what is now Nigeria). Yoruba was, after all, his mother tongue. 

 

These facts alone deserve celebration. His Bible translation was also remarkably 

effective, and his approach to the study and practice of mission was way ahead of its 

time – even more cause for re-appraising his extraordinary life. 

 

At the age of 12, Ajayi (who hadn’t yet taken the name Samuel Crowther) was captured 

by Fulani slave traders from his home town of Osugun in what is now Oyo State, 

Nigeria. He ended up in the Lagos slave market, where he was sold to Portuguese 

traders who put him on a ship. 

 

This ship was then attacked by a British anti-slavery warship. Of the 189 enslaved 

people on board, 102 died in the attempt to rescue them, but Ajayi survived and was 

taken by the British navy to Freetown, Sierra Leone. Here he was placed in a CMS 

school, where he learnt English and was taught the Scriptures. Along with many others, 

he decided to follow Christ and, in 1825, was baptised. At that time it was common to 



take a new name at baptism. Indeed, missionaries were known to insist on it. It was at 

this point that Ajayi took the name Samuel Crowther after a CMS pioneer. 

 

Crowther briefly attended school in Islington, London, before returning to Freetown, 

where he entered Fourah Bay College in 1827, the year of its founding. He later taught 

Latin and Greek there. It was at this time that he met Asano, the woman who was to 

be his wife of 50 years, a Muslim-background believer who had also been enslaved. She 

had taken the baptismal name Susan. He also helped the CMS missionaries in their 

study of African languages. His reputation grew such that when, in 1841, CMS decided 

to launch its Niger Expedition, Crowther was asked to be part of the company. 

However, the expedition was considered a disaster. Europeans could not yet safely 

venture inland, and 40 of the 45 Europeans on the expedition died of malaria. 

 

This experience prompted James Schön, a CMS linguist, to recommend in his report 

that ‘Africans be used for evangelism amongst their people’. Crowther was 

consequently ordained in London in 1843 and then returned to Abeokuta in what is 

now Nigeria. Here he was reunited with his mother and sisters, who he had not seen 

in 24 years. He now applied himself to the Yoruba spelling system, and then started 

translating the Bible. 

 

In 1843, he published his first Yoruba grammar and vocabulary and in 1852 he published 

a translation of four New Testament books. Crowther and his assistant, Thomas King, 

continued to work on the Yoruba translation of the Bible for much of the rest of his 

life. He also researched and promoted significant work in Nupe, Igbo and other 

languages. His research eventually led to his receiving a doctorate from Oxford 

University. The whole Yoruba Bible was published in 1884. 

 

Crowther was consecrated in 1864 as the Anglican bishop of ‘West Africa Beyond the 

British Territories’ (a region around the Niger River). There was opposition to this, 

even from close collaborators. One such, Rev Henry Townsend, drafted a petition 

stating that ‘no matter what the worth of an African bishop would be, he would lack 

the respect and influence necessary for such a high office’. He held the appalling belief 

that God had, in his words, ‘given talent to the whites’. 

 

Even the argument ‘for’ making Crowther a bishop was expressed in ways we would 

find unacceptable: ‘men such as Crowther, with British habits and education grafted 

upon their African constitutions, will become pioneers throughout Africa, and raise the 

emulation of their brethren by showing them that ability, though covered with a black 

skin, was appreciated and rewarded.’ 

 

Crowther was successful in many different ways, but colonial and racist attitudes were 

in the ascendancy by the 1880s. The Berlin (‘Scramble for Africa’) Conference had 

taken place and the discovery of quinine to treat malaria meant Europeans were no 



longer dependent on local people to travel inland. Rev J A Robinson had been 

appointed secretary of the Yoruba and Niger Missions in 1887. He wrote in a report 

that ‘the Negro race lack every sign of ruling prowess’. In 1890, Crowther resigned in 

protest at comments like this. He died the following year. An Englishman took his place 

as bishop. 

 

This ending to Crowther’s story is all the more disturbing because everything in the 

1820s seemed to point in a better direction: rescue from slavery, completing a fine 

education and stepping into church leadership and translation work. These 

achievements were all discarded by those who followed. In the next 90 years, there 

would be less progress in Bible translation in Nigeria than there had been in the 

previous 30. 

 

Crowther, along with his friend and CMS General Secretary Henry Venn, 

acknowledged what they called ‘the vernacular principle’ in mission. That is to say, there 

is no special, sacred language nor one cultural expression of the faith. Towards the end 

of his life, Crowther reflected on his Bible translation work, ‘The more I think of it, the 

more I feel its importance, that it is the base of the spiritual success of all our 

missionary operations, for the ‘Sword of the Spirit’ [the Bible], placed in the hands of 

the congregations, in their own tongue, will do more to convince and convert them 

than all our preaching, teaching and meetings of so many years put together.’ 

 

Today, speakers of over 200 languages are in need of Bible translation in Nigeria, but 

since the late 1970s vision and leadership has again been spreading across the nation’s 

vibrant churches. Wycliffe supports training in Nigerian graduate institutions and 

partners with a range of national organisations to help meet these needs. 

 

The late Dr Lamin Sanneh succinctly summed up Crowther’s achievements as follows: 

‘With the use of African languages in Scripture, prayer, worship, and study, Crowther 

formulated terms for Christianity as an African religion.’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

This month’s guide to encourage our partnership in prayer  
 

Through April… 
 

On a SUNDAY pray for:  

¶ Our Fellowship ,  

¶ Those leading and speaking at today’s service 

¶ The Sunday Youth Groups  
 

On a MONDAY pray for:  

¶ Pete & Cath, Bruce & Gisela  

¶ The Leadership Team, The Trustees  

¶ The Other churches in Chinnor  
 

On a TUESDAY pray for:  

¶ Those who work in mission  

¶ Those living away from home  
 

On a WEDNESDAY pray for:  

¶ The different groups meeting on Zoom  

¶ Our  small- groups, and their  leaders  
 

On a THURSDAY pray for:  

¶ Food For  Thought  

¶ Those attending the Alpha Course  

¶ The older members of the fellowship  

¶ Those living in Hempton Field  and other care homes  
 

On a FRIDAY pray for:  

¶ The children of the fellowship  

¶ Our Family Worker  
 

On a SATURDAY pray for:  

¶ Chinnor 

¶ The Chinnor Schools, The Doctors Surgeries  

¶ Your neighbours, Your friends, Your family  



The Church’s Rescue Mission 
 

“Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 
obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, 
to the very end of the age” 
Matthew 28:19-20, NIV 
 

Reading hymns as poetry is one of my ‘Go To places’ when in need of 

encouragement, challenge and personal input for all sorts of reasons. 

Recently I have been mulling over our calling to heal the hurting and set 

the captives free and I found myself speaking out words once remembered 

from one of Fanny Crosby’s huge collection of hymns (including To God be 
the Glory and many other traditional favourites). She was blind from six 

weeks old and because of this she had an unusual sensitivity to the Lord 

and extraordinary spiritual sight and insight. In total she wrote over 8000 

hymns! 

 

The hymn that has been going through my mind was always a favourite of 

the evangelical world, Rescue the Perishing, but was probably never (or 

very rarely) understood in the context of healing and evangelism. Whilst 

the urgency of evangelism, as expressed in our Scripture for today, is 

explicit in the first line and title of the hymn, the words of all the verses 

have a relevance and importance to us in the ministry of healing - especially 

the third verse which describes what we have seen God do on so many 

occasions - ‘feelings lie buried that grace can restore’. 

 

Rescue the perishing, 

Care for the dying, 

Snatch them in pity from sin and the grave; 

Weep o’er the erring one, 

Lift up the fallen, 

Tell them of Jesus the mighty to save. 

 

Rescue the perishing, 
Care for the dying; 
Jesus is merciful, 
Jesus will save. 
 



Though they are slighting Him, 

Still, He is waiting, 

Waiting the penitent child to receive; 

Plead with them earnestly, 

Plead with them gently; 

He will forgive if they only believe. 

 

Down in the human heart, 

Crushed by the tempter, 

Feelings lie buried that grace can restore; 

Touched by a loving heart, 

Wakened by kindness, 

Chords that are broken will vibrate once more. 

 

Rescue the perishing, 

Duty demands it; 

Strength for thy labour the Lord will provide; 

Back to the narrow way, 

Patiently win them; 

Tell the poor wand’rer a Saviour has died. 

 

Verse 3 describes the deep inner feelings of the real person that have been 

buried and crushed – that’s exactly what God does through the inner 

healing of a broken heart, awakening the true long-buried feelings of a 

hurting and broken person. 

 

I was really blessed by realising that 150 years ago (1869) Fanny Crosby 

was expressing the heart of healing as a primary means of evangelism. Be 

blessed as you meditate on all the words of this classic hymn, remembering 

it was written by a lady who had never been able to see in the physical but 

had been granted an extraordinary capacity to see and understand the 

deepest of spiritual truths which she then endeavoured to express in 

hymns. 

 

 
Peter Horrobin 
Ellel Ministries 
 



 

On March 14th we celebrated Mothering Sunday and 2 days later it was my 

birthday (shame it wasn’t my 21st but there we go!) My family and friends 

all know that I love flowers, and on both occasions, I received many 

beautiful blooms. As I looked at them, I marvelled again at just how 

different each individual flower was. Each one was different in colour, 

scent, shape and size and it reminded me again just how wonderful God’s 

creation is. 

 

The last bouquet to arrive was from my niece in Switzerland. As I was 

arranging the beautiful roses and carnations in a vase, I suddenly found 

myself in tears. Here I was, the recipient of so many lovely things, and 

thousands of miles away lived mothers and grandmothers of the children 

that we send shoeboxes to that have never had the delight of receiving a 

present of any kind, or indeed of giving one. 

 

The pastor of my Church in Croxley Green once told us - if you can’t sleep 

don’t count sheep, talk to the Shepherd. I often lay awake thanking God for 

all the blessings He has given me. I can never get to the end of the list there 

are so many, and how often do we take some of these for granted. This may 

be yet another reason why I feel so passionate about Operation Christmas 

Child -you see on receiving their box the children understand what giving 

and receiving is all about for the first time. Even more important than that 

though is they learn about Jesus – God’s perfect gift to the world-and how 

they can receive it. It doesn’t end there because they then pass that 

knowledge on to their mothers, and so many of them discover the true peace 

and joy that only God can give. Wow what a fantastic gift that is, no mother 

-or father- could ever be given one more precious. 

 

Despite Covid, things are still being donated for the shoeboxes! Soaps, 

flannels, tissues, colouring pencils are always needed, as are the hard toys 

such as musical instruments, skipping ropes, small cars and dolls etc. It’s a 

bit like Christmas Day morning some days when I open my front door to 

find someone has crept up and left an exciting parcel on the step!!!!! 

 

God bless you all, 

lots of love, Pam D xx 
 



Martin Rinkart  
24/04/1586- 8/12/1649 Ellenburg, Germany 

 

 

Martin Rinkart was a minister in the German city of Ellenburg during the 

Thirty Years War 1614-1648 in Central Europe. Millions died, mostly 

through hunger and illness.  

 

In 1637 there was a plague and many died including Martin Rinkart’s wife. 

He was the only pastor left in the city and officiated at thousands of 

funerals, sometimes up to 50 a day. 

 

Around this time, he wrote the hymn Now Thank We All Our God. The 

hymn really shows his faith shining through the most severe testing. 

Despite death all around him the pressure of work he calls us to give 

thanks. 

 

The hymn was set to music by Johann Crϋger about 1647, and translated 

into English in the 19th century by Catherine Winkworth. 

 

 

Now thank we all our God, with heart and hands and voices, 

Who wondrous things has done, in Whom this world rejoices; 

Who from our mothers’ arms has blessed us on our way 

With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 

 

Oh, may this bounteous God through all our life be near us, 

With ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us; 

And keep us in His grace, and guide us when perplexed; 

And guard us through all ills in this world, till the next! 

 

All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given, 

The Son, and Him Who reigns with Them in highest Heaven— 

The one eternal God, Whom earth and Heav’n adore; 

For thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore. 

 
Martin Rinkart, ca 1636 
Translated by Catherine Winkworth, 1856 
Alt. 



Which Way Are You Turning? 

 
 
See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away 
from the living God. But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called ‘Today’, so 
that none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness. We have come to share in 
Christ, if we hold our original conviction firmly to the very end.  Hebrews 3:12-14, NIV 

 

A church leader recently said that he wonders what his church congregation 

will look like when they are able to resume gathering together after the 

pandemic. Will people have stood firm in their faith, kept connected by what 

is offered online and reached out to care for others? Will some have become 

discouraged or discontented and turned away from the faith they once 

professed? 

 

The pandemic has lasted a long time and we still have a way to go before 

we are free to make our own choices again. Instead of seeing this as a 

negative time, maybe we could look at it as a positive time when God is able 

to change our hearts, where they need to be changed, and prepare us for 

His future plans. His desire is always to draw us closer to Himself and 

sometimes this comes through testing and trials. 

 

The warning about turning away from God is a thread through the Bible. 

And the writer of our text for today was in earnest as he wrote to a church 

which was going through hard times and suffering persecution. He 

reminded them that, when Moses was a long time up the mountain in the 

presence of God, receiving the commandments, the Israelites turned from 

the living God, made an idol and worshipped it (Exodus 32). Idols are 

always replacements for the most precious thing we can ever have – 

intimate relationship with God. 

 

Turning away from God is not always something that happens suddenly. 

But it always begins in the heart and is rooted in unbelief. This causes us 

to the reject or compromise the truth for a lie. ‘Compromise’ is an ‘in’ word, 

used to accommodate things that go directly against God’s word and God’s 

heart. Often before turning from God we can be drifting (Hebrews 2:1). The 

interesting thing about drifting away from God is that we drift and don’t 

recognise that we are drifting. The dangerous thing about drifting is that 

we can be carried along by a current into muddy waters, where we find 

ourselves going away from God, rather than being drawn to Him. 



 

If Jesus is who He claims to be, we must listen to what He says, pay close 

attention to the truth in His word and absorb it in our hearts, so that we 

don’t eventually turn away from Him. There are usually recognisable signs 

of turning away from God. We find we have lost the sense of His love, joy 

and peace and have become indifferent to Him. Consequently, we are no 

longer motivated by the things that matter most. It becomes easy to cover 

up, justify or rationalise sin, which needs to be dealt with at the cross, so 

that we can be restored to Him. When we’re turning away it’s easier to 

compromise our moral beliefs, because sin doesn’t trouble us as it did when 

we walked with Jesus. 

 

Once we recognise the signs of turning away from the living God, through 

repentance, we can go in the opposite direction and turn towards Him. 

Repentance is a deep sorrow, which the Holy Spirit puts into our hearts. It 

turns us to the cross for cleansing, forgiveness and a new start from a 

renewed mind. However, you’re feeling to-day, or whatever you may be 

struggling with, remember that Jesus is all that you need. So, don’t turn 

away from Him and look in the wrong places for your needs to be met. Turn 

towards Him and He will be gracious to welcome you back into His arms of 

love. 

 

Margaret Silvester 
Ellel Ministies 
 
 
 

 



Dates for Your Diary  
And things for you to pray for … 
 

 

►Easter 2021 

Please join us and invite others to join with us in all our Easter Zoom 

meetings. 

Good Friday - Passion Reflection and Communion  

- 9:30 -10.00 am on CCC Zoom 

Easter Saturday - Between Death and Resurrection  

- 9:30-10.00 am on CCC Zoom 

Easter Sunday – Easter Morning Celebration (for all ages)  

- 11.00 am-12.00 noon on CCC Zoom 

 

►Call in for Coffee 

Weekly 10.30am-11.30am on CCC Zoom. (Not during holidays) 

 

►Food for Thought 

Weekly on CCC Zoom contact Sarah for information. 

 

►Small Groups 

Various days and times on Zoom. Talk to Peter Hopgood if you are 

interested in joining a Small Group. 

 

►Youth Groups 

The Rock is meeting on alternate Sunday mornings via CCC Zoom  

Contact Anna Chalk for information. 

Rock Solid is meeting on alternate Sunday mornings via CCC Zoom Contact 

Fiona Austin for information. 

 

 

Please don’t advertise Zoom login details on Social media. However, family, 

friends and neighbours are always welcome to join us but please ask them 

to email chinnorcommunitychurch@gmail.com for details. 
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CCC’s Sunday Morning Zoom Meetings can be viewed via CCC’s website: 

http://chinnor.org.uk/messages/ 

or via Zoom on the day as they happen at 11am. 

 

If you are new to this technology, Zoom allows participants to see and speak 

to one another on screen in a video conferencing style. Please click this link: 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/3049662326 (See the notices for the password) 

 

 

Sunday 4th April at 11am 

Easter Day 

 

Sunday 11th April at 11am  

Mark 6:30-44  Jesus feeds the five thousand 

Pastor Pete 

 

Sunday 18th April at 11am 

 Mark 6:45-56  Jesus walks on the water 

 L Mak 

 

Sunday 25th April at 11am  

 Colossians 1:1-14 

 Pastor Pete 

 

Sunday 2nd May at 11am  

 Colossians 1:15-23 

 John Gravett 

 

 
Easter (message from Pastor Pete) This Easter at CCC, we are going to Make Jesus 

Known in a variety of ways and we need your help to do that in the best way we can. 

Here is some of what we are planning, and we are asking three things of you. 

 

1. Pray that as we make Jesus known, many will be saved. 

2. Invite someone you know to join with what we are doing to Make Jesus Known. 

3. Be actively involved in Making Jesus Known. 

http://chinnor.org.uk/messages/
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/3049662326


 

Easter Quiz 
 

 

1. Also known as ‘Egg Nyte’, what is the 2nd day of the octave of Easter 

week/Bright week? 

2. At Jesus’ trial, when Peter denied knowing Jesus, what gave him away? 

3. At what hour did they crucify Jesus? 

4. Festum Ovorum, Egg Saturday or Egg Feast refers to the Saturday before or 

after Ash Wednesday? 

5. How many silver coins did the chief priests give Judas to betray Jesus? 

6. Husvet is the name for Easter in which language? 

7. In which year did Chile take possession of Easter Island? 

8. Maundy Thursday falls on which day of the Holy Week before Easter – 4th, 5th or 

6th? 

9. The Ducasse de Mons is a festival that takes place in Belgium 8 weeks after 

Easter on which Sunday? 

10. The Osterbrunnen is a German tradition of decorating 'what' with Easter eggs 

for Easter? 

11. What annual event takes place on the White House lawn each Easter Monday 

for children? 

12. What is the name given to the last week of Lent? 

13. What name is given to the Sunday before Easter Sunday? 

14. What was the name of the murderer released instead of Jesus by Pilate? 

15. When the soldiers came for Jesus, what wound did Peter inflict on the servant of 

the high priest? 

16. Which 'Friday' commemorates the crucifixion and death of Jesus? 

17. Which New York city street hosts the annual Easter Parade? 

18. Which three animals are traditionally associated with Easter? 

19. On which day at Easter did Jesus rise from the dead? 

20. Who wrote the popular Easter hymn “Christ the Lord is risen today”? 

 

 

 

 

 

Last Month’s Quiz the answers: 

1. A. Sepal     2. B. Crocus   3. C. Tulips 

4. B. Bird of paradise   5. A. Bluebell flower  6. A. Orchid 

7. B. Oak tree 

8. B. A plant that germinates, seeds, flowers, and dies in 1 year 

9. C. September or October  10. A. Composite flowers 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 
 

A picture to colour  



Why Counting Counts - Praying the Census 
 

Last week, my husband and I sat down and completed the census together. As 

someone who loves filling in forms, this was incredible fun for me. For my 

husband, who fears admin like Labradors fear you forgetting to feed them, it was 

significantly less so. 

 

Censuses have been conducted since ancient times, and this one will be used to 

provide a snapshot of life in the UK and help form policy in the years to come. 

 

2021's census is being conducted primarily online - a step up from 2011, where 

my enduring memory is my Dad wrestling with reams of paper strewn across 

the kitchen table. And, of course, it's a vast improvement from the census known 

by Christians globally - the one where Mary and Joseph had to travel back to 

Joseph's birthplace to be counted. 

 

This year's census, however, has reminded me of the book of Numbers. In 

Numbers 1, God tells Moses to take something like a census, a recording of the 

names and numbers of the people. And then we have that as the fourth book of 

the Bible. Weird, huh? 

 

But counting things, counting individuals, listing their names - as we see in the 

book of Numbers - is a really good way to begin to focus on the people behind the 

stats we often throw around. 

 

In my job for an anti-slavery charity, for example, I regularly tell people about 

the estimated 40 million people trapped in slavery today. That's a big number, 

and it's hard to get your head around it... and it only really starts to hit home 

when we hear the story of one such person. 

 

It's hard to pray when faced with big numbers. And yet when we know someone's 

name, understand their story, it gets that bit easier. As we read big numbers 

from the census data, it will be easier to remember that behind each number is 

a person - because we are each one such person. 

 

So, when we hear big numbers moving forward - whether from the census or 

stats about injustice and inequality - what would it mean not to be detached, not 

to let these things just go over our heads, but to remember that every single 

person behind the big numbers is just that - a person. An individual. Known by 

God, beloved by him. Someone we can pray for, someone to whom we can 

minister. 
 

Alianore Smith 
LICC 



Who’s Who at  

 
 
 

 
Our Leadership Team: 
Pete Walley (Pastor) 
Bruce Crawforth (Elder) 
Ann Long (Missions) 
Janine Adams (Evangelical Alliance) 
Kim Hopgood 
Sarah Mak 
Sophia Botchway (Treasurer) 
Viv Haywood (Administrator/Premises 
 
 
Our Trustees 
Susie Kelsey 
Steve Ludlow (Chair) 
 
 
Small Group Leaders: 
Ann Long & Janine Adams 
Viv Adams (Daytime) 
Sarah Mak (Food for Thought) 
Jean Sutcliffe (Daytime) 
Barbara Francis 
Viv & John Haywood 
Susie Kelsey 
Steve & Fiona Ludlow 
Jean Sutcliffe 
 
 
Youth Work:  
Sundays: 
Pebbles (Under 5s): Barbara Francis 
The Rock (Yrs 2-6): Anna Chalk 
Rock Solid (Yrs 7+): Fiona Austin 
 
Fridays: 
FN@6 (Yrs 2-6): 6-7.15pm 
  Gail Roberts / John & Viv Haywood 
FN@7 (Yrs 7-9): 7-9pm   Shane Swaffield 

 

The Bridge: Steve Kelsey 
 
The Journey: via the Church Office 
 
Rainbow Tots: Sarah Mak 
 
Call in for Coffee: Cath Walley 
 
CCC Coffee Pot: Vacant position 
 
Men’s Own: Peter Hopgood 
 
Food for Thought: Sarah Mak 
 
Ladies Nights: Kim Hopgood, Sarah Mak, 
Anna Chalk 
 
Tear Fund Rep: John Gravett 
 
Evangelical Alliance Rep: Janine Adams 
 
Christian Aid via the Church Office 
  
Samaritans Purse – Pam Dunn 
 
CCC Bookshop: Pam Dunn 
 
Health and Safety: Bruce Crawforth 
 
Child Protection: Jo Wootton &  
Anna Chalk 
 
Family Worker: Kim Hopgood 
familyworkerccc@gmail.com  
07480334617 (9am - 5pm only) 
 
Connect Editor: Barbara Francis 
b.francis@btinternet.com 
 
Contact Details: 
Church Administrator/Premises: 
Viv Haywood   01844 352938 
chinnorcommunitychurch@gmail.com 

 
CCC Prayer Chain operates 7 days a week 
from 9am – 9pm. If you have a prayer need  
and want it to go onto the chain, please 
contact: Viv Haywood on 07974442967  or 
Sheila Gravett on 07890036351  or 
Vivienne Adams on 07492734264 
 

mailto:familyworkerccc@gmail.com

