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Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their authority, because they
keep watch over you as those who must give an account. Do this so that
their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no benefit to you
(Hebrews 13:17).

Dear Friend s,

This month marks an anniversary for Cath and me odwe &6r e cel ¢
three years of life in wonderful Chinnor . Chinnor itself is of course a great

pl ace to be. | t s a | withia Ithe Chilterh Hills ig e
quite beautiful and we greatly appreciate being here  and enjoying all that

this part of the world offers

However, we didndt come here just be
place. We came here because wewere (and are) entirely convinced that God

has called us here for such a time as this . We (along with you) have been
called together to make Jesus known in this place and to the ends of the
earth. We count it a privilege to serve alongside you in  the mission. You
are our brothers and sisters in God 6 s &na blessing upon blessing , we
share genuine and much appreciated friendship together and thank God for
you all.

Within these three years , there has been some sadness in the loss of family
members and friends . But many of these dear ones came to believe in Jesus
and we are confident that although they are now absent from the body, they
are at home with the Lord , and we rejoice in God who saves us and gives
eternal life to all who believe.

There has been great joy in these three years also. We have proclaimed the
gospel of Jesus together and have seen some come to believe and be
baptised. We have begun and developed ministr ies of various kinds . We
have seen spiritual growth , increasing maturity and genuine unity within
the fellowship. We have loved one another, forgiven one another and
encouraged one another (and this is how the body of Christ is built up).

We have continued to meet together in worship and declared the
excellencies of God who is worthy of praise in all circumstances . We have
cried together where we rightly should, and praised the Lord, laughed
together even more .



In the closing instructions of the Letter to the Hebrews, the writer urges

his readers to have confidence in their leaders and submit to their authority
and to make their work a joy and not a burden.

| can truly say that you make my work a joy . | benefit from the love, help,

support and encouragement that you give to me , and | thank God for every
one of you my friends, brothers and sisters in the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Lord bless you and keep you .
With Christian love

Pete and Cath

A Time to Remember at Chinnor Community Church
Sunday 10 " of October at 3 - 3:30pm

OA Time to Rememberd I s a mom
who are no longer with us.

The invitation is open to all,
you dondt have to be a part of
to join with us.

| td0s an opportuni twhilet o si mp
and think of those we love and miss.

There will be music and occasional readings to listen to and you can
come in and go out as you wish.

O6A Ti me t o -RBmmie3nB80mnrod Sunday 10" of October




TEARFUND ‘rfg? Tearfund News

CHRISTIAN ACTION WITH THE WORLD'S POOR

We wondt give up on Afghanistan

Recently, the withdrawal of international military forces from Afghanistan came to an
end. It is uncertain what the future holds for the country. Our local partners have been
providing life -saving support to people in need. These are the stories of some of the
families they were able to support before the recent political change in Afghanistan.

Living in a cave

Khan* was a farmer. He led a good life with his family, eating fresh vegetab les from

his field and drinking milk from his livestock.

But then his village was attacked, and th
find a proper place to live, and so had to build a simple shelter using curtains.
Eventually they found a cave -li ke building and lived there. With the worst drought in
decades gripping the county, food is scarce, and so his children had to beg in the
market.

The relief package he received from our partners changed that.  dhis is beyond my
expectations , nk hyeous a@iod. yooTura concern, and

The resilience of children
O0Many times we have been displaced by the
conflict was very intense and so we had to leave our village. | have five children and

my husband has a disability. o

Unable to afford to rent a house, Zarinao:
food and our health is also affected. d
Yet Zarinads children have shown remarkahb
ofmoneysell i ng ice cream out of a water <cool
familyds needs, but our |l ocal partner was
O0When | got a <call to receive the relief

thankful to your organization for providing us such a good package of food and hygiene
kits. Your hePEléage join ss inpraying foryAfgibanistan.

Pray with us
1 Lift up the people of Afghanistan & including those who have fled & and pray for
their safety and wellbeing. Ask God to provide for all their practical needs,
including shelter, clean water, food and opportunities to earn an income.
1 Pray for an end to the drought that is leading to chronic food shortages in
Afghanistan.
1 Cry out to God for peace in Afghanistan and tha t it will be safe for people to one
day return home.
*Names changed to protect identities



How to pray for Ethiopia at Enkutatash

Ethiopians marked Enkutatash & the Ethiopian New Year & on the 11t September.

|l tds wusual ly a daahurcloderviee éolloeda byaatfamity meal after the
rainy season. But, with the country embroiled in increasing conflict and a hunger

crisis, there could be more to lament this year. Ephraim Tsegay, who leads Tearfund 0s
work in Ethiopia, shares how we can join in prayer for Ethiopians at this important

time.

A nation in crisis

The conflict between armed groups and military forces in the Tigray region has been
relentless for ten months. It has pushed hundreds of thousa nds of people into extreme
hunger. And, sadly, it shows no signs of stopping.

0The humanitarian <crisis 1 s gettadinhlgps beenr s
extremely difficult to reach the most vulnerable people in the conflict zones, as most
communicat ion lines have been cut. Many have been forced out of their homes and had

to |l eave everything behind,d shares Ephr a

Great need

Tearfund, alongside our local partner, is working in Afar in the north of Ethiopia, to

support those who have been affected b y the conflict. We are distributing food to 24,000
people at risk, and also giving cash grants, so that families can purchase the basic

items that they urgently need.

But as the economic situation in Ethiopia worsens, the government has set restrictions

ont he amount of money that can be withdraw
and other humanitarian agenciesd ability
in need.

Division and ethnic tensions are increasing and tearing the country apart. A s attacks
increase across the country, people are limiting their movements to avoid being caught

up in the strife. It has led to a climate of fear.

Pray with us

1 Pray for an end to the conflict: for peace, unity and reconciliation for all
Ethiopians 0 that they will begin the new year with renewed hope of a better
tomorrow.

1T Pray for Godds comfort and provision f
their homes and their treasured possessions.

1 Pray for the nation of Ethiopia & especially that the economi c situation will be
resolved and the hunger crisis alleviated.

The rains wondt stop: no escape from fl oo
Last year, entire villages were wiped out by the worst flooding South Sudan has faced

in years. Many of them are now abandoned and large areas have turned to swamps.

The water hasndt recededdmonr et hreainma jkoereiptsy
putti ng everyone at risk. Here 1 s an wupdat

pray.



0The flooding changed so many things for
Rama, who | eads Tearfundds work in South ¢
on boats, risk drowning or being attacked by crocodiles.

0The harvests were also completely destro

~

many people. 0

Returning to nothing

Tabitha* fled with her family to a refugee camp in northern Uganda when the floods
came. She returned to her home earlier this year to find her house completely
destroyed. Her family now live in an abandoned house & and are aware that the owners
could return at any time.

01 am now surviving through ver yhe ahnod td fietchu |
firewood in the water and later on come and sell it to get little money to buy food for

my c¢children, & shares Tabitha. OThere i s
survival . o

And to add to this, Tabi t byavater 0 lwluchnleeeps Bsing t i

Reaching those in need

Tearfund is helping families | i ke Tabitha
waterborne ilinesses is high and can be fatal. Therefore, we have been improving
access to clean water and safe sanitation.

Al t hough Tear fund?o$ whene tve supportofamilies éacing humger 0o
have been damaged by the floods, we have been able to secure funding for four
temporary sites. These are closer to where communities have been forced to move to

and means we can continue this vital work. Tearfund has also acquired canoes so that

we can support communities cut off by flood waters.

The need is great & please join us in praying for the people of South Sudan.

Pray with us
1 Families need mosquito nets, b lankets, soap, utensils, food and long -term safe
shelter. Bring each of these things to God in prayer and ask him to provide these
for the people of South Sudan.
1 Pray for wisdom and resources for our team in South Sudan as they continue to
reach people in need and look for long -term solutions.
1 Pray that the current rains will not lead to further flooding.
*Name changed to protect identity

Storm hampers earthquake rescue and recovery in Haiti

On Saturday 14 August a deadly earthquake struck southern Haiti. At the time of
writing, more than 1,400 people have lost their lives and thousands are injured.
Homes, schools, churches and hospitals have been reduced to rubble. Tearfund is on

the ground responding 0 but it has been a race against time to reach peoplei n need as
Tropical Storm Grace hit soon after, hampering relief efforts.

OPeopl e are sl eepi ndpnmmattresses,dvieateventhey darefindd @& pub s
of fear and necessity, 0 says Marc Antoine
have block ed some of the roads and there are r



Tearfund is providing hygiene items, shelter and cash grants so people can buy what
they need most. Wedve carried out needs a:

The power of young people

OHai ti has faced multi pl edtehaer twhogrusatk ebse ionvge
Mar c . 0This makes it todigthd § oga gy otpd el it we
already frightened. Gang violence is rising and our president was assassinated last
month.

OWe are in a better place to respond than
people to become first -responders after a disaster. After this earthquake, we saw the

Il mpact of this training.o

Within a few hours the Tearfund -trained youth n etwork were some of the first on the
scene and had conducted needs assessments in the most -affected areas.

Mayor of Nippes, Mr Joseph, is a Tearfund -trained first -r e sponder : 0Tea
me become who | am today, thanks to their training and support. | now have skills
and understanding to help my community.d
O0Everyone is pulling together and respond
Il s great. Please stand with us in prayer

Pray with us

1 Pray for protection and provision for the people of Haiti 9 including safe places
to sleep outside of the rain. Ask God to bring comfort, peace and hope in this
uncertain time.

1 Pray for help to reach those in need & especially in remote places where roads
have been blocked.

1 Ask God to continue to raise up leaders like Mr. Joseph and the youth network
Tearfund is working with, to support their communities.

John Gravett
Tearfund Representative

|l f you dondét want to
change the world
Dondét pray

Thy Kingdom Come




LONDOy

) . .
N London City Mission
.4”;5";\;,7

The London City Mission and the Clocktower Project.
Part 1

From about two -thirty in the afternoon, the centre of Bexley transforms
from a quiet suburban town to a hive of activity as hundreds of secondary
school children congregate around the Clocktower.

Bol a Oj o, a London City Missionary,
I ssues here. |l tds not about fights
susceptible to the influence of gangs. Many of our young people are
vulnerable and need a listening ear, so as TBB [Transform Bexley Borough]

we step out to connect with themé. B
the local churches in the area that have been trained, and are supported by

the LCM, go out to the Clockto wer to talk and try to befriend the
youngsters.

oLIi stening pays off because we know
opportunities to share the hope that

Continued next month with Team Members under attack.

Peter Brown

https.//www.lcm.org.uk/
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J
Samaritans Purse

GOOD NEWS GREAT JOY!

What makes you happy and full of GREAT JOY? Maybe it & being with your
family, or feeling wanted by someone. Perhaps it & enjoying that quiet time
with the Lord when you realise just how much He has done for you or how
blessed we are living in such a beautiful part of the country enjoying all the
privileges we have.

It & easy to see the GREAT JOY the children experience when they open
what is almost certainly the only  present, they &e ever received. Have you
ever seen bigger smiles?!

But what about the GOOD NEWS?

That comes when they hear they are not marginalised, worthless or
forgotten. It & when someone from Operation Christmas Child tells them
there is someone who loves them, someone who thinks they are precious
enough to send His son to give His life for them. They are told that by
trusting in Him they can know hope where once there was just despair,
where they can look forward to a future knowing that whatever hardships
they may have to endure their future isin H is hands and they can trust in
Him who is faithful to the end.

As we get very closetotheendofthisyear & campai gn donot
to bring GOOD NEWS and GREAT JOY to needy children around the world

in the form of a simple shoebox - full of smal | things, but providing the
opportunity of giving great hope and opening up great opportunities to
spread the Gospel.

We can still use a few more flannels and soap to wash the tears from their

God bless you for all you have given already.

Lots of love.

Pam D xx



“Pray without
k. uceasmg_

Thi s mont hds g uiou partitershipenmp@y®u r a g e
Through October é

On a SUNDAY pray for:
1 Those preaching, The Worship Group
1 The Sunday Youth Groups: Pebbles, The Rock, Rock Solid

On a MONDAY pray for:
1 Pete & Cath, Bruce & Gisela, The Leadership Team , The Trustees
9 Our Fellowship , The Other churches in Chinnor

On a TUESDAY pray for:
1 Those who work in mission
9 RainbowTots, Ladi es and Mends Groups and the
9 The Chinnor Schools, the Doctors Surgeries

On a WEDNESDAY pray for:
1 Our small- groups, and their leaders
1 Those living away from home

On a THURSDAY pray for:
1 The older members of the fellowship
1 Those living in Hempton Field and other care homes

On a FRIDAY pray for:
1 The children of the fellowship
1 Friday Night Clubs and their leaders

On a SATURDAY pray for:
1 Chinnor
N The Parish Council
1 Your neighbours
1 Your friends, family



She Left Her Water Jar Behind

Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the
Son of Man will give you. For on him God the Father has placed his seal of approval.
John 6:27, NIV

When wedOre hungwheweweédneethjrsty we <can
must do it all again. We need to continually satisfy our natural hunger. But Jesus said,

ol am t he bread of | 1 f e. Whoever comes t
believes i n me wi Uohn6rB8)vleerSantaatantwdmam vehod npedwitlf
Jesus at Jacobds wel l di scovered this | 1f

the same again.

Jesus was tired after Hi s journey, and H
drink?d6 What Whatwalld ydo?uWVouwdoJ@sus even ask me for a drink?

Is He Himself not the living water of life? We may see a beggar on the street corner,
holding out his cup. He has nothing. Do we walk on by, or do we stop? We need to
consider car ef ulhhtyoudolfa thaleast of thesd people,Wou do it for

me . 6

He asked the woman for a drink. As a Samaritan she regarded herself to be inferior to
Jesus, and unworthy to serve Hi m. She hes
gift of God and who itis that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he
would have given you living water ... Whoever drinks the water | give them will never

thirst. Indeed, the water | give them will become in them a spring of water welling up

to eternal 410&1He 6 (John

Jesus could see right into this womands h
to the present day. Jesus was the seventh man who had come into her life, and in
biblical terms the number seven is symbolic of completeness and perfection. Je  sus was
the fulfilment of this truth to her 1ife.
had five husbands, and the man she was living with was not her husband.

These words brought conviction into the \
extent of her sinful life. Something of God began to dawn on her. She knew the Messiah
was coming soon. OWhen He comes, He wi | |
4:25). Then Jesus revealed His identity:

There was no shadow of condemnation ove r the woman, rather excitement at being in

the presence of Jesus. She rushed back to the town where she lived, telling everyone,

0Ol dve just met with the Messiah! 6 She hac
indeed found the true water, the living wate r. Suddenly everyone was thirsty. They

all wanted to meet Him.

She had gone to the well for water but had instead been filled with the living water of
Jesus Christ, and her life had been transformed.

Once we have drunk from trhbethiGtWaegan. of Li f e
Ron Scurfield , Ellel Ministies



A Book Review
Stretche D

By Emma Rutland
ISBN 978 -1-78893-039-0
Authenticmedia.co.uk

This book tells the amazing story of how one woman , and her family , face
many struggles and tragedies. Iti s a mot herds true
survival , in the face of baby loss, autism and iliness.

Emma says: orhe purpose of writing this book is to implant hope into
brokenness through sharing my story. | have found beauty out of sadness
and hope springing out of the fragmentation as the sun ifluminates the
raili n. o

It is throughthe | ournal s she kept as some 0s
been to retell her story. From bullying at school and nursing training you
can see how God was shaping her life for future challenges.

God gave a rainbow to Noah, and God constantly reminds Emma with
rainbows that he keeps his promises.

Emma is honest with all the struggles that she and her family face and the
amazing help they get from family, friends and their church family , without
whomt hey probably woul dSné dlearlph expresses her v
hopesandfearswhen she doesndot ffeel S he theet
professionals around them and the efforts she goesthrough to be heard.

At times even | was saying how much more Lord can one person take! But
God is a faithful God and indeed he keeps his promises.

The cover of the book shows a beautiful rose growing alongside a wall and
clearly shows the prickles on the stem. The rose has not grown straight up
the wall; indeed, and you can see the bits that have been pruned off as it
Criss crosses its way up . A very apt picture for the story.

Barbara Francis

** Please seePam Dunn , as she has ordered the book for the bookstall **



Fertile Soll

Land that drinks in the rain often falling on it and that produces a crop useful to those
for whom it is farmed receives the blessing of God.  Hebrews 6.7, NIV

There is something about the smell of freshly ploughed soil that is just so good. It has
a rich brown colour and enough moisture to indicate that it is ready for seeds to be
planted, germinate and grow. Farmers know every stage of hoping and waiting for
rain, so that their lands can be prepared for crops to flourish. And once they have
planted the seeds, the ground still needs enough rain and care from weeds and pests.
For this, they need to not only trust the Lord for rain and sunshine, but also ask for
wisdom on how and when to tend to their growing crops.

In Matthew 13:3 -9 Jesus tells the Parable of the Sower, where a farmer goes out to

sow his seeds. Some seeds were eaten by the birds, others landed on rocky places
without much soil and were scorched b y the sun because they had no roots, and some
landed between thorns that choked up the plants. Butthenwe readinverse8 -9: 06 S
other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop i a hundred, sixty or thirty times

what was sown. Whoever hasears,let t hem hear 0.

Jesus then goes on to explain this parable in verse 18 -23 in a very practical way. In
verse 15 He says: OFor this peopleds hear
their ears, and they have closed their eyes. Otherwise, they might see with their eyes,
hear with their ears, understand with the

Why do our hearts become call oused? Why d
to become our reality? There are many reasons why this happens, and each of our lives
are different, but the enemy is relentless in his efforts to turn our hearts from the

Lord. It can be because of sin in our lives or hurts that bring deep pain. These are the
thorns and rocks which pr ev e @and truthsto flourishin a |
our lives. We harbour anger, resentment, pride, arrogance, jealousy, discontent,
inferiority, guilt, judgement, disappointment, hurt, rejection - to name but a few - and
this becomes the reality which we live by.

What can we do about this? Like the farmer, we need to actively be involved in our
own O0soil 6 in order to ensure that the Lo
our hearts to germinate and grow. We do this by bringing to Him everything that has
happened to us, every sin and every hurt - the thorns, rocks, weeds and dry areas -
and by this we are allowing Him into our lives so that He can bring healing and hope.

We also need to allow Him to show us those hidden hurts and sins that we are not
aware of. You may no t understand this, but if you just take one step towards Him, He

will meet you in the place where you are at. He will bring rain to the dry parts of your

life, strengthen your roots, remove the weeds, and you will produce fruit for what He
purposed for you r life.

Annalene Holtzhausen
Ellel Ministies



Anyone Know a Good Builder?

Bob the Builder is one of the most iconic tradesmen of our generation, working to get

the job done with his friends Scoop, Muck,
0 Lofty!
Every week they helped build and transform community life and shaped the cul ture

of construction for a generation of children.

Al'l together now: O6Bob the Builder, can h
day now. Youdre wel come!
17 September was 6 Nat i onal Tradesmen Dayad. A day

women and m en whose skills have helped build our country.

Following the Second World War, Britain was rebuilt by an extraordinary workforce

of ordinary men and women. They were armed with shovels and trowels, tape
measures and planes. An army of bricklayers, surveyo rs, carpenters, electricians, and
civil engineers came in their thousands to shape the future of our country.

Leading the way in that revolution was Laing Construction. They built homes,
factories, schools, and bridges, all to enable a nation to flourish  once again following
the ravages of war.

John W Laing and his company moulded the culture of construction in their
generation. A Christian, Laing introduced holiday pay, a company pension, payments

by results, and safety equipment like the hard hat. His ¢ haracter was godly too: he
was known for his generosity and sense of fun. His workforce flourished under his
leadership.

John Laing believed in O6life abundantd an
and how his company carried out projects. His fai  th informed his work and shaped his
daily practice.

Today wedre faced with monumental chall en
crisis, a health crisis, and national debt. But, like Laing, can we help build the future?
Yes we can!

Moulding the cul ture of the building industry with all its flaws is a tough ask.
However, God has placed Christians there to help build the future. Their work may
help families flourish, enable communities to connect, and allow workers to thrive in
the spaces they create.

So, | et s give thanks and pray for the pe
their daily work. Perhaps use these words
rest on us; establish the work of our han
Workingtogether , | et 6s get Godds work done!

Steve Rouse, Church Team Director, LICC



A letter from the Editor

Dear All

The magazine Connect started its life in July 2003  as a way to share news
amongst our fellowship and our wider community, providing inspiration,
reviews, events, puzzles and general information. For the past 18 years it
has continued in a similar vein, firstly in print format and more recently as

a downloadable PDF.

However, the way we now access information has changed and more people
are going online for the content that Connect supplies. Indeed, CCC has
ventured furth er into online platforms and the pandemic has made the use
of the internet more important.  Although , | do appreciate that there are
some people within CCC that do not have access to the internet , the
majority now receive weekly electronic comprehensive not ices, and have
access to Right Now Media .

With this in mind, | had felt for some time (even before the pandemic) that
Connectodos | ife was becoming redundan

As we are learning to live with Covid19 in a new way | have again felt that
the need for Connect is not as strong as it had been before.

Therefore, | feel that now is the right time for me to stop producing Connect,
especially in its current guise, to allow for content creation and
dissemination to evolve with current technology.

| have really enjo yed being Editor of Connect for nearly two decades and
could not have done this role without the help of the many people who have
submitted articles over the years . There are too many to note here and some
have sadly long gone, but | must especially express my thanks to my regular
Oreportersdo: Peter Brown for his LCM
Purse articles, John Gravett for his Tear Fund News and Pastor Pete for

his Pastors letter. And my retrospective thanks go out to all thos e who
helped to print and distribute the physical print copies in the early days.

Thanks also to you all for reading each month.

The last edition will be the December 2021/January 2022 issue out just
before Christmas.

Barbara Francis



Sar ah Eberl eds
Garden for Bible Society at the RHS Chelsea Flower Show has scooped a
gold medal in the Sanctuary Garden section at the first ever September
Show.

0l abmwolutely over the moon, 0 said Sa
out to create tranquillity in a Show site in the middle of London where you

can actually impart that sort of emotional response to a garden is always

the biggest challenge. The respons e wedve had from e
touches their souls. d

Paul Wil |l i ams, CEO of Bible Society,
all this effort thereds been such a j
| Om totally deli @ghtsdhdofsopuhesobenuaibhs
The award -winning garden is set to spearhead a campaign to see the
creation of community gardens around the country, as we emerge from the

pandemic.

Bible Society has published an easy-to-use guide on how to create such a
community garden and an accompanying video, and there are
special resources for schools too.

Paul Willamssaid: 61 hope the gold medal enab
to have a go at interpreting the psalm in this way so that their local
communities can engage with the psal

The first Psalm 23 -inspired community garden was created during
lockdown in Tadley in Hampshire. After the RHS Chelsea Flower Show, the
Psalm 23 Garden will find a permanent home at Winchester Hos  pice, which
Is set to open later this year.

Read more comments at
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/psalm -23/garden-latest/sarah -eberles-
psalm -23-garden-wins -gold-at-the -rhs -chelsea-flower -show/



https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/psalm-23/garden-latest/sarah-eberles-psalm-23-garden-wins-gold-at-the-rhs-chelsea-flower-show/
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/psalm-23/garden-latest/sarah-eberles-psalm-23-garden-wins-gold-at-the-rhs-chelsea-flower-show/

Chinnor Community Churey,
- For such a time as this

~ Making Jesus known

Sunday 3rd October 2021
Cafe Church 9:00-9:45am
Morning Service 10:45am Little children and the rich young ruler
Mark 10:13-31 - Lanver
(This service includes communion.)
Wewill share communion with musiclians/ youi

Sunday 10t October 2021
Cafe Church 9:00-9:45am
Morning Service 10:45am Serving Others
Mark 10 35-45 d David Morgan

Sunday 17t October 2021

Cafe Church 9:00-9:45am

Morning Service 10:45am Jesus heals the blind beggar
Mark 10 46-52 ¢ Pastor Pete

Sunday 24t October 2021
Cafe Church 9:00-9:45am
Morning Service 10:45am Psalm 16 d Steve Ludlow

Sunday 31st October 2021
Cafe Church 9:00-9:45am
Morning Service 10:45am Psalm 24 o Pastor Pete

Sunday 7t November 2021
Cafe Church 9:00-9:45am
Morning Service 10:45am Psalm 42 6 John Gravett
(This service includes communion.)
We will share communionwith musi ci ans/ yout h/ chil dr er






